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Reagan * Gorbachev to send greetings 

MOSC OW (R) — Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev and U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan will make unprecedented television 
broadcasts to each other’s nations on New Year’s Day. the Soviet 
said Friday. Spokesman Vladimir Lnmdfcn told 
a pews briefing the two leaders’ pre-recorded New Year’s gre- 
etings would be shown at 1800 GMT — -9p.nl. Moscow time and 
1 pm. Eastern Standard Time. He said toe Soviet transarisaon 
would coincide with the start of the Soviet Union's main evening 
ne ws pro gramme. The U.S. president and the leader of the Soviet 
Communist Party have never before exchanged New Year’s gre- 
etings on television. Former President Richard Nixon spoke on 
Soviet Television when visiting toe Soviet Union in 1972. Mr. 
Reagan and Mr. Gorbachev met in Geneva last month for toe first 
U.S.- Soviet summit since 1979. 



An indepen 


Majali returns after meeting 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Deputy Prime Minister and Education Min- 
ister Abdul Wahab A1 Nfajali returned home from Turns on 
Friday after taking part in meetings of toe Arab League Edu- 
cational, Cultural and Scientific Organisation (ALECSO). In an 
arrival statement to Jordan Television Mr. Majali said toe con- 
ference discussed toe organisation's activities and all toe projects 
they included and that Jordan's share of the organisation’s budget 
was good. During his residence in Tunisia, Mr. Majali met with 
Tunisian Pre mie r Mohammad Mzali and discussed with him bil- 
ateral relations and scopes of cooperation. Mr. Majali also con- 
veyed greetings of His Majesty King Hussein and those of Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai to President Bourguiba and the Tunisian 
government. Mr. Mzali also requested Mr. Majali to convey the 
greetings of President Bourguiba and the Tunisian government to 
King Hussein, His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, Mr. 
Rifai and the Jordanian Government. 
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Police break up 
Cairo rally 

CAIRO (AP) — Without using 
violence, security men broke up 
on Friday a post-prayer mosque 
rally in support of a policeman on 
trial for lnlhng seven Israelis, wit- 
nesses said. They said several 
dozen people were arrested. The 
action at the 1,000-year-old A1 
Azhar Mosque, one of Cairo’s lar- 
gest and best known, occurred 
during and after Friday moon pra- 
yers. Opposition political parties 
and anti-government fun- 
damentalist groups had called the 
rally to express solidarity with 
Suleiman Khater, a 24-year-old 
police sergeant on trial by a mil- 
itary court. He is charged with the 
Oct. 5 fatal shootings of seven Isr- 
aelis near a police post in the Sinai 
desert dose to the border with Isr- 
ael. 

Tripoli deric 
injured in attack 

BEIRUT (AP) — A militant de- 
ric was wounded in a street amb- 
ush on Friday. Beirut radio sta- 
tions said unide ntified g unme n 
shot Sheikh Hashem Minkara as 1 
be drove through a street in toe 
-port city of Tripoli, 80 kilometres 
north of Beirut. Sheikh Minkar a. 
the second-in-command of toe 
Islamic Unification Movement 
(Tawheed), was rushed to a hos- 
pital with three gunshot wounds in 
toe hip, thigh and leg, the reports 
said. 

PLO official lands 
Zafer A1 Masri’s 
‘courageous step 9 . 

) 

AMMAN (J.T.) —Mr. Mahmoud 
Abbas (Abu Mazeu.), member of 
toe Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) Executive Com- 
mittee and head of tire PLO nat- 
ional relations department, des- 
cribed the appointment of Mr. 
Zafer A1 Masri as mayor of Nablus 
as a wise and courageous step . Mr. 
Abu Mazeu, commenting oo the 
appointment of Mr. Masri, said 
that such a step, “which was taken 
at time when toe Israeli occ- 
upation authorities are planning 
to Jodaise all institutions and mun- 
icipalities in the occupied ter- 
ritories, is designed to serve the 
interests of Nablus inhabitants 
and to provide them with the nec- 
essary services. 

Israel conducting 
nuclear tests, 

Novosti says 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Israel is con- 
ducting underground nuclear tests 
in the Negev Desert the Soviet 
News Agency Novosti reported. 
Novosti said that Israel acquires 
missiles equipped with 40 nudear 
beads. Israel is strengthening its 
nudear capability, and deploying 
tactic nuclear weapons which are 
less expensive than the U.S.-made 
Pershing missiles, Novosti said. 
The report was carried by the Pal- 
estinian News Agency, WAFA. 


Islamabad prepares 
to end martial law 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan’s 
cmlian cabinet met on Friday to 
dkfiKc final preparations for end- 
ing eight and a half yearn of mar- 
tial law, the longest period cf mil- 
itary rule in the country’s 38-year 
history. 
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17 killed, 100 injured in attacks 
on El A1 at Rome and Vienna 

PLO condemns assaults , says it has no role whatsoever in them 


Combined agency dispatches 

AT LEAST 17 people were killed and 100 
injured on Friday as gunmen firing wildly 
and hurling grenades attacked Israeli airline 
check-in counters at international airports 
in Rome and Vienna. 


The Israeli Foreign Ministry 
tried to link the attacks to tiie Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
'but PLO statements issued in 
Amman and Tunis condemned 
the assaults and said toe org- 
anisation had nothing to do with 
toe attacks. 

The attack at Rome's Fhnnicino 
airport by up to six gunmen, said 
by Italian television to be Arabic- 
speaking, ended with at least 14 
people dead and 68 hurt. 

It began as one gunman hurled a 
atthelsraeliElAl airline 
crowded with passengers 
che cking luggage for a flight to Tel 
Aviv. 

Three gunmen were among toe 
dead and two others were cap- 
tured, police said. 

At Vienna’s Schwechat airport, 
three people died and about 30 
were injured in toe shooting, exp- 
losions and final g un figh t which 
followed the assault by two men* 
described by police as of Arab ori- 
gin. 

Police sail tbe gunmen stormed 
into the crowded area near the El 
At desk, rolling grenades along 
die .floor and firing automatic 
weapons. They fled in a car driven 


a third man but were cornered 
a chase. 

One of the mgn was Hired in the 
ensumg gunbatde and die two 
others were seriously wounded 
and captured, police said. 

The attacks were condemned as 
President Ronald 
also brought speedy 
condemnation from Egypt and 
West European countries. 

In the Rome attack, Italian 
news agencies id the injured toll 
might be as hi gh as 77, but that 
could not be Immediately con- 
firmed. 

Witnesses quoted by news age- 
ncies said the gunmen first threw 
hand grenades at the check-in 
area in die airport crowded with 
holiday travellers around 9:10 
am. mid then opened fire with 
submachine guns. 

Airport police returned fire, he 
said, witnesses said die shooting 
lasted several minutes, causing 
panicked passengers to scream in 
terror and fall to the ground. They 
said the gnnmgn had masks par- 
tially covering their faces mid were 
dressed in blue jeans and jackets. 

Anna Lisa del Grand, a 22- 
year-oki Italian, told the AP that 


‘Abu Nidal’ group claims 
responsibility for attacks 

'MADRID (R) — A telephone caller to a Spanish radio station said 
Friday's twin ah*port attacks were carried out by a group catting itself 
toe Palestinian Aba Nidal Organisation of the Costa del Sol, a radio 
station spokesman said. 

The claim was made in a call to the SER private station chain in 
Malaga, tbe spokesman said. 

The caller described himself as a member of tbe radical org- 
anisation and said it was responsible for the attacks at Vienna and 
Rome airports. 

“We have not taken this claim seriously," the spokesman said. 
“Abu Nidal is a radical Palesti ne lea der, not an organisation." 

The spokesman told Renters SER would not broadcast the daim 
and police hi Malaga were inve stigating the call. 


she saw three men open fire as she 
was checking in on a TWA flight- 
to New York. 

She said she fell to the ground 
and saw a wounded gunman fla- 
shing a victory signal with his fin- 
gers as he died. 

Judge Dominko Sica, a top 
anti-terrorist investigator, told 
reporters that investigators were 
convinced the target was El Al, 
which was right next to TWA and' 
Pan Am. He said that no one had 
daimed responsibility for the att- 
ack. 

• Mr. Sica said the arrested gun- 
men had refused to answer any 
questions and their nationalities 
had not been determined. 

. Some passengers said El Al 


An Israeli embassy spokesman 
could not immediately confirm 
that Israelis had taken part in the 


gnnfi gh t, and said he was still che- 
cking reports of Israeli casualties. 

Italian officials said that among 
toe people who died at toe airport 
were two Greek men and a Greek 
woman, two Americans, an Alg- 
erian, two Mexicans and four 
Arabs. 

The officials included the three 
dead gunmen among tbe Arabs. 

The Mexican embassy in Rome 
said one of the Mexicans killed 
was its military attache. General 
Donato Miranda Acosta. 

Official sources said hotel rec- 
eipts found on the gunmen after 
the airport battle showed they had 
been staying in Rome over toe last 
few days. 

Police said they found a bag 
containing U unexploded hand 
grenades which they described as 

(Con tamed on page 4) 


Syria 
accuses 
Israel of 
escalating 
tension 

DAMASCUS (Agencies) — Syria 
accused Israel on Friday of del- 
iberately escalating tension over 
Lebanon and declared it would 
“invoke the right of seif-defence 
to safeguard its security and that 
of its armed forces" in Lebanon. 

The Syrian media charged Isr- 
ael was setting the stage for an 
attack against toe Syrian army and 
trying to sabotage Syria’s efforts 
to end Lebanon's dvfl war. 

The editorial tirade followed a 
note Syria lodged with the United 
Nations, accusing Israel of esc- 
alating Middle East tensions and 
saying h was determined “to inv- 
oke its right of self-defence to saf- 
eguard hs security and that of its 
armed forces."' 

But there was no direct Syrian 
comment cm Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres' charge that 
Syria has moved ground-to-air 
missile batteries back to East Leb- 
anon’s Bekaa Valley. 

Tension between Israel and 
Syria rose sharply last week, when 


Soviet-supplied high-altitude 
SA-2 missiles along its border 
with Lebanon that could fire deep 
into Israeli airspace. 

Peres on Thursday told Israeli 
newspaper editors mat Syria had. 
also reintroduced anti-aircraft 
missfle batteries into toe Bekaa. 
Israel Radio quoted an unnamed 
senior political source as warning 
on Friday that toe Jewish state wfli 
not tolerate restrictions on its air 
patrols over Lebanon. 

Military sources in Tel Aviv, 
who spoke to the AP on con- 
dition of anonymity, said toe bat- 
teries stationed in the Bekaa were' 
SA-6 and SA-8 missiles deployed 
on mobile launchers for use aga-. 
(.test low-flying aircraft. SA-2 mis- ' 
siles are used against high-flying 
jets. 

Israeli Defence Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said Israel would con- 
tinue military reconnaissance 
flights over Lebanon despite the 
Syrian bufldnp. 

Rabin ton reporters tint toe: 
buildup “carries the potential for 
escalation 1 * 'and added: 

“Israel reserves for itself toe 

(Con temed on page 5) 


Lebanon militia leaders prepare 
to sign peace pact in Damascus 


BEIRUT (Agencies) —Lebanese 
militia leaders and Syrian med- 
iators on Friday prepared to sign a 
peace pact formally ending nearly 
11 years of rf chrfl war that has 
killed at least 100,000 people and 
caused up to 20 billion dollars of 


Beirut Radio said security arr- 
angements were being readied for 
the trip by Lebanese militia lea- 
ders to the signing ceremony in 
Damascus, probably before toe 
year’s end. 

The Voice of Lebanon radio 
station said Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad* s government had 
set a date for the signing ceremony 
that win be announced when sec- 
urity arrangements are com- 
pleted. 

' A final draft of the accord was 
initialed in Damascus on Thu- 
rsday by senior negotiators, the 
Progressive Socialist Party (PSP), 
the ShFjte Amal movement and 
the rightist “Lebanese Forces” 


mili tia. 

The Assad government was 
sending out invitations to several 
Lebanese politicians to attend the 
signing of toe pact by PSP leader 
Walid Junblatt, Shfite chieftain 
Nabih Berri and “Lebanese For- 
ces” leader Elia Hobeika, all Bei- 
rut radios said. 

Mr. Beni left for Damascus to 
sig n toe accord with other militia 
ffhigfc to end hostilities and int- 
roduce wide-ranging political ref- 
orms, his office said. 

There was no immediate ind- 
ication Mr. Junblatt and Dr. Hob- 
eika were to follow Mr. Berri to 
Syria. 

“It’s time for congratulations,”' 
Mr. Junblatt said after talks on the 
accord with Prime Minister Ras- 
hid Karami- He did Dot elaborate. 

With hopes growing in Beirut 
for an accord before the new year, 
Syria’s press declared toe pact 
would shrike at what it called Isr- 


aeli designs to partition Lebanon. 

The Tishrin newspaper warned 
Israel, whose troops patrol a 
South Lebanese border strip, to 
withdraw its forces unc- 
onditionally “and keep its hands 
off Lebanon.” 

Two top rightist politicians, 
former presidents Camille Cha- 
moun and Suleiman Franjieh, 
have come out openly against the 
new pact. They rejected political 
reforms worked out in toe accord 
to give Muslims an equal share of 
power with the Christians. 

The National Liberal Party of 
Finance Minister Chamoon joined 
President Amin GemayeTs Fal- 
ange Party in attacking toe militia 
peace initiative, dubbing their 
accord “incomplete and unb- 
alanced.”' 

A party statement said the pact 
would transfer the president's 
powers to the Sunni-beld office of 
prime minister. 


Bid to kill 
PLO envoy 
thwarted 
in Cyprus 

NICOSIA (AP) —An attempt to 
assassina te - the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) rep- 
resentative in Cyprus tty wiring his 
automobile with explosives was 
foiled during the night, tire PLO 
and Cyprus police reported on 
Friday. 

Both the PLO press officer and 

a police spokesman said three men 

who were ttying to plant the exp- 
losives ran off after firing three 
shots at a Palestinian bodyguard 
who surprised them. 

The PLO press officer, who 
wished to be identified only as 
Fayez, said the incident developed 
at 11 pjn. Thursday night outside 
the home of Talal Abu Gazaleh. 
tbe official representative of toe 
PLO in Cyprus. 

Police spokesman Stavros Geo- 
rgia! es said tbe police arrived on 
the scene after being summoned 
by toe PLO representative 

An anonymous telephone caller 
told a Western news agency office 
here Friday morning that a unit of 
“the Eagles of the Revolution”'- 
bad “carried out a death penalty 
of Talal Abu Gazaleh, the rep- 
resentative of toe reactionary 
Palestinian right wing in Cyprus.” 


Mali-Burkina Faso war 
spreads despite truce 


ABIDJAN (Agencies) — A Chr- 
istmas war between Mali and Bur- 
. kina Faro spread far from the bor- 
der zone they are fighting over as 
the desert fighting entered its third 
day on Friday. 

A growing number of countries 
tried to end the fighting as Bur- 
kina Faso accused Mali of bre- 
aking a ceasefire and Mali said it 
bad killed 35 Burkinabe soldiers 
since fi ghting began on Christmas 
Day. 

Mali had not c onfirm ed the 
Libyan-arranged ceasefire, which 
was announced over Burkina Faso 
state radio late Thursday. 

The two West African countries 
said the conflict began Christmas 
day in a border area which has 
been subject of a long dispute. 

Both countries have issued a 
series of conflicting claims. Each 
has daimed victory and denied 


starting the conflict. 

There was no way ind- 
ependently to confirm the reports, 
which spoke of a total of about 35 
skiers and four civilians killed on 
both sides. 

Various African countries, inc- 
luding Libya, as well as France and 
tiie United! Nations all have urged 
the two parties to settle their dif- 
ferences peacefully. 

. The dispute centers on an area 
of about 160 kilometres which is 
supposedly rich in minerals and 
natural gas. 

The agreement to stop hos- 
tilities was announced tty Libyan 
Foreign Secretary Aii Abdul 
SalamAlTureflriin toe Burkinabe 
capital Ouagadougou after he had 
met the country's radical leader. 
Captain Thomas Sankara. 

But Mali did not confirm the 

agreement . 


today:... the opening 

Jordan Supermarket announces the opening 
of its new branch in Abdoun, to the right of the 
Orthodox Club. 

• It receives customers as of today. 


Jordan condemns attacks in 
Rome and Vienna as terrorislm 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has strongly con- 
demned Friday’s twin attacks at Rome and 
Vienna airports as terrorist actions and des- 
cribed the assaults, which killed 17 people and 
injured over 100, as crimes against humanity. 

“Jordan strongly condemns these terrorist 
actions, which were aimed at civilian airports 
and claimed civilian lives,” said Information 
Minister Mohammad Al Khatib in a statement 
carried by the Jordanian News Agency, Petra. 

Mr. RTtatfh said Jordan’s condemnation of 
the a ttac k* stems from fits firm stand against 


and denunciation of international terrorism 
regardless of tike source of such acts. 

“Jordan considers the attacks as a shame 
and <■ »» » against humanity,” tbe minister 
said. 

He called on the Italian and Austrian aut- 
horities to punish those who carried out the 
attacks. 

The Arab and international communities 
will also condemn the terrorist attacks carried 
out in Rome and Vienna, the minister said. 



King to visit 
Syria on Monday 


By a Jordan Tones 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein will visit Syria on Monday 
at toe invitation of Syrian Pre- 
sident Hafez Al Assad, the Jor- 
danian News Agency, Petra, said 
Friday. 

Petra, quoting a spokesman for 
the Royal Palace, said the 
date for the visit was agreed upon 
during a telephone contact bet- 
ween the Kjng and President 
Assad Friday evening. 

Earlier in the day, Petra said the 
King was expected to begin the 
visit on Saturday but later rep- 
orted the revised date. It was bel- 
ieved that the delay in the King's 
visit was prompted by toe pre- 
occupation of the Syrian lea- 
dership with arr anging the signing 
ceremony of a historic accord 
among Lebanon’s three major 
militias . The accord, which is con- 
sidered as a landmark in Leb- 
anon’s 10-year-old strife-tom his- 
tory, was finalised on Thursday 
after months of painstaking neg- 
otiations. It is expected to be sig- 
ned on Saturday or Sunday. Syna 
has issued invitations to all senior 
Lebanese politicians to attend the 
signing ceremony 


Petra said toe King would be 
accompanied on his visit to Dam- 
ascus by Prime Minister Zaid Al 
Rifai, Royal Court Chief Marwan 
A! Qasem, Court Minister Adrian 
Abu Odeh and Foreign Minister 
Taber Al Masri. ‘7 

The planned Damascus summit 
follows four meetings between 
Prime Minister Rifai and his Syr- 
ian counterpart Abdul Raouf Al 
Kasm since September. Two of 
the meetings were held in Saudi 
Arabia under the auspices of an 
Arab League reconciliation com- 
mittee charged with settling 
Syria's differences with Jordan 
and Iraq. Mr. Rifai visited Dam- 
ascus in November and Dr. Kasm 
returned toe visit earlier tins 
rflonth. 

The Rifai- Kasm meetings pro- 
duced joint Jordanian-Syiian 
co mmuniq ues raffing for an int- 
ernational conference on the 
Middle East to work out a set- 
tlement to tbe Palestinian pro- 
•blem and rejecting all partial or 
unilateral solutions to toe Arab- 
Israefi conflict. The communiques 
also ruled out direct talks with Isr- 
ael. 

Diplomats quoted by Reuter 
said on Friday they expected Pre- 
sident Assad to return the King’s 
visit early in 1986. 


Gorbachev urges solution 
to regional conflicts in ’86 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev on Friday cal- 
led for a political solution to reg- 
ional conflicts and urged toe Uni- 
ted States to help make 1986 a 
more peaceful year by joining 
Moscow’s unilateral nudear test 
ban. 

Mr. Gorbachev, speaking to 
ambassadors at a special year-end 
Kremlin reception, said his Nov- 
ember summit with President 
Ronald Reagan had helped imp- 
rove the international climate, but 
that much had to be done to red- 
uce the threat of nudear war. 

“There have also emerged cer- 
tain points of convergence, or rat- 


her potential convergence, on 
problems covered by talks on nuc- 
lear and space arms. How things 
will work out there depends first 
of all on how the accord reached at 
the summit meeting in Geneva 
will flesh up in practice,”- be said. 

He said the Soviet Union was 


grass in 1986 in the cause of a pol- 
itical settlement in the Middle 
East, Central America, around 
Algwnistan, in southern Africa 
and in tbe Gulf.” 

Mr. Gorbachev’s speech, rep- 
orted by the state news agency 
TASS, made no further mention 
of Afghanistan, 


Arafat 
due in 
Amman 
soon 

By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 
with combined agency dispatches 
AMMAN — Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat is expected to arrive 
here this week for talks with His 
Majesty King Hussein and senior 
Jordanian officials, informed sou- 
rces said. 

Mr. Arafat, who was resting in 
bed with a bout of flu. resumed his 
normal activities on Tuesday, rep- 
orts from Tunis said. 

The PLO chairman may also 
visit Cairo after his talks in 
Amman, toe sources said. 

Call for summit 

Mr. Arafat’s talks in Amman 
and Cairo will follow reports that 
the PLO has formally asked the 
Arab League to call a summit to 
discuss a statement by Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak that the 
PLO should recognise Israel. 

Sources quoted by Reuter said 
the PLO had asked for an ext- 
raordinary summit to examine the 
situation following Mr. Mubarak’s 
statement that pressure should be 
put on toe Palestinians to accept 
U.N. Security Council Res- 
olutions 242 and 338. 

The Mubarak call was rejected 
by a senior PLO official in an int- 
erview published Thursday. 

“We reject this call, which is 
part of continued pressure tbs 
organisation to show it as being in 
a dilemma and has to choose bet- 
ween saying yes or no to Res- 
olution 242,” deputy PLO mil- 
itary commander Khalil Al Wazir 
told toe . United Arab Emirates 
daily Al Ittihad. 

Mr. Mubarak said in media int- 
erviews this week the PLO should 
find a way to recognise Israel or 
risk being excluded from Middle 
East peace negotiations. 

“Instead of pressing us,- they 
should press the United States and 
Israel, who are not recognising 
Arab rights,”' Mr. Wazir (Abu 
Jihad) said. 

“Why do they always ask us to 
make one concession after ano- 
ther, when they are not directing 
Arab efforts against our enemies 
who are making no concessions . 
regarding Palestinian rights.”" 

“ What was the Arab reaction to 
(US. Secretary of State George) 
Shultz'" statements in Europe 
when he announced that the US. 
would not recognise the PLO even 
if it recognised UN. Resolutions 
242 and 338?” 

“ Why do not Arab leaders lau- 
nch international campaigns to 

( Continued on page 5) 
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2 Home -Middle East news 


Iraqi jets hit Kharg; UAE 
to launch new bid to end war 


AMMAN (Agencies) — Iraq! aircraft attacked 
Iran’s main oil export terminal at Kharg Island 
again Friday as the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
prepared to renew efforts Saturday to try to end the 
Golf war amid reports of an imminent Iranian gro- 
und offensive, reports from Baghdad and Abu 
Dhabi said Friday. 


An Iraqi military spokesman 
said Iraqi planes also hit a “very 
large naval target” in die Gulf. 

The Kharg raid, at 0740 GMT, 
was the 58th Iraq has reported on 
the facility since mid-August. The 
.spokesman called it “successful” 
and said fires were started. 


The “naval target,” Iraq's usual 
term for an oil tanker or other 
large merchant ship, was attacked 
at the same time near the Iranian 
coast. The planes scored “an acc- 
urate and effective hit,” the spo- 
kesman said. 

Iraq previously reported attacks 
on Guff shipping on Tuesday and' 
Wednesday this week, but they 
have not been confirmed by ind- 
ependent sources. 

Both skies in the five-year-old 
Gulf war frequently strafe mer- 
chant ships in efforts to cripple 
their enemy's economy. 

A Kuwaiti tanker was attacked 
by an I ranian helicopter off die 
coast of Qatar on Chnstmas Day, 
with no casualties or serioos dam- 
age. 

In mid-August, Iraq intensified 
its declared blockade with attacks 
on Kharg, Much accounts for 90 
per cent of the Iran’s oil exports. 

The Friday raid was the 58th 
claimed by Iraq since Aug. 14 on 
Kharg. 

Gulf-based marine s hip ping 
and salvage sources said they had 
n o immwfatp. confirmatio n of the 
Iraqi attack report 


Kuwaiti tanker fait 


An Iranian heUoojpter gunship 
rocketed the Kuwaiti supertanker 
Kaznnah in Qatar’s territorial 


waters, causing “little damage'* to 

it T a ranking Ku waiti ship ping exe- 
cutive reported Thursday.. 

Abdul Fattah AI Badr, cha- 
irman of the Kuwait Oil Tanker 
. Company (KOTC) told the Kuw- 
ait News Agency (KUNA) that 
the 294.739-ton vessel was raided 
at 3:50 pjn. while anchored at a 
point 11 .6 kilometres off the Qat- 
ari island of Haloul. 

“The Kamnah was loaded with 

290,000 tons of Kuwaiti crude oil 
and inride the Qatari territorial 
waters at the time of the attack by 
the Iranian helicopter,"" he said. 
“An anti-armour rocket hit one of 
the life boats on the left-hand side 
of the tanker. The vessel will req- 
uire no repair, since its main str- 
ucture was not affected.'’ 

It was the second attack on the 
Kaznnah since June 10, 1984;- 

The Kawmah 's multinational 
crew — of British officers and 
Arab and Filipino seamen — esc- 
aped unhurt, Mr. Badr added wit- 
hout elaborating. 

“The Iranians have thus bro- 
ught back the spectre of the tanker 
war at its peak,” an official of the 
KOTC told the Associated Press 
in a telephone interview. “The 
Iranians have not been attacking 
ships for a few mouths now. They 
were obviously waiting for a good 
catch.” : 

Guff-based marine salvage exe- 
cutives confirmed the attack rep- 
ort, saying that the tanker was 
proceeding on to Rotterdam. 

The attack took place in the 
central sector of the Gulf waters, 
west of Iran’s Lavan Island which 
holds an air base. 

Offidnlsiq Abu DhaH said Fri- 
day UAE m i n ister of state for 


foreign aff a ir s, Rashid Abdullah 
Al Nuainri, wfll visit Tehran for 
talks with I ranian leaders in what 
is seen as part of a concerted peace 
bid by the six-nation Gulf Coo- 
peration Council (GCQ. 

The GCC — grouping Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Ara- 
bia and the UAE — agreed at a 
summit meeting in Oman last 
month to revive contacts with both 
Baghdad and Tehran. 

After the meeting, Oman’s min- 
ister of state for foreign affairs, 
Youssef Ibn Alawi, was assigned 
to visit both warring capitals, but 
he only went to Baghdad. 

Oman's Sultan Qaboos Ibn 
Said, quoted later in a newspaper 
interview, said Tehran had acc- 
epted the visit, but had wanted full 
preparations before it took place. 

Previous efforts by the United 
Nations, the 101-member Non- 
Aligned Movement, the GCC and 
other groups to end the war, now 
in its sixth year, have all failed. 

Mr. Nuaimi had talks this 
month with Mr. Alawi after mee- 
ting I ranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Veiayati in the UAE. 

Diplomats in Abu Dhabi said 
the UAE, the only Gulf Arab state 
to have good relations with both 
Baghdad and Tehran, was qua- 
lified to play an important role in 
the peace quest. 

UAE President Sheikh Zaid 
Ibn Sultan Al Nahyan told Mr. 
Veiayati during his visit that Iran 
should respond to Gulf peace bids. 

The diplomats said Mr. Nuaimi 
was expected to concentrate eff- 
orts on finding an agreement in 
principle on peace talks, but did 
not expect quick results. 


Iraq baflds defences 


Meanwhile Iraq says civilians 
have built hundreds of kilometres 
of earth Hams and embankments 
in the country’s southern marshes 
to help the army repel an expected 
Iranian Gulf war offensive. 

Reports in Baghdad and Tehran 


Sudan to mediate between Egypt, Libya 


KHARTOUM, Sudan (AP) - 
Sudanese leader Gen. Abdul 


Rahman Swareddahab is going to 
■' 1 'TripoUeaiiy in the! 'he# year to try' 
and end Libya's long-standing 
quarrel with Egypt, the newspaper 
Al Ayam reported Friday. 


Swareddahab undertake it. 

Mr. Mubarak previously has 
rejected any mediation by the 
Sudanese in the Egyptian- Libyan 
dispute, which began when a 
Qadhafi-proposed unification of 
the countries fell through in 1973. 


The state-owned daily gave ho 
date for the mediation attempt 
and (fid not say if either Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak or 
Mhammar Qadhafi, the Libyan 
leader, had requested that Geo. 


Gen. Swareddahab told Al 
Ayam that he feels Sudan is in a 
“significant position” to mediate 
the squabble due to its friendship 
with both Tripoli and Cairo. 

He said Khartoum "is very keen 


to continue (its) efforts" aimed at 
healing the rift 

Libya was the first country to 
recognise Gen. Swareddahab’ s 
government when- he led a coup 
against pro-Western President 
Jaafar Numeiri last April. 

Col. Qadhafi, a long-time per- 
sonal enemy of Numeiri, made an 
unannounced visit to Khartoum a 
few weeks later and praised the 
takeover as a model to be followed 
by other militaiy forces in the reg- 
ion. 


2 Moroccans 
killed in 
gun attack 
in France 


Five die in Turkish tanker fire 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — 
Four Asian workers were sco- 
rched to death inside a hold of a 
Turkish tanker being repaired at 
tibe drydock here, officials of the 
Arab Shipbuilding and Rep- 
airyard Company (ASRY) rep- 
orted Friday. A fifth died later in 
hospital. 

ASRY was conducting an inv- 
estigation in the fire on the 
134j372-toiine Burak M, which 
occurred Thursday afternoon, and 


which led to the death of the five 
who were of Indian, Fflipmo and 

Pakistani nationality , the officials 
said. 

Names were withheld till next of 
km were informed. 

Other shaping sources said the 
fire was ipwiwl by a spark from a 
welding torch. The Burak M was 
empty but trapped gases caused 
the fore, the sources said. 

Flash fire swept through cargo 
tank No. 4 on the port ride of the 


vessel and by the time fire bri- 
gades had reached the rite, the fire 
was out by itself, they said. Dam- 
age to the tanker was mmimri they 
added. 

“Four workers — cleaners and 
welders — were inside die tank 
that exploded on ignition and 
stood no chance of survival .""said 
a shipping source who refused to 
be farther identified. Two others, 
nationals of P akis tan and Ban- 
gladesh, were injured in the blast* 
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say Iran has massed troops across 
the bonder, opposite an area 
where al least tnree Iraqi army 
corps are stationed. 

The Wce-diairman of Iraq’s 
Revolutionary Command Cou- 
ncil, Trzat Ibrahim, said 85,000 
Iraqi civilians from trine provinces 
took part in a month-long cam- 
paign to cut reeds in the marshes, 
scene of previous Iranian off- 
ensives, and buBd dams in areas 
hardly 250 metres away from 
enemy positions. 

The marsh reeds have been tur- 
ned into “a carpet for the Iraqi 
Armed Forces, info a mountain of 
fire between us and the evil 
flran),” : he said in a telegram to 
President Saddam Hussein rep- 
orted by the official Iraqi News 
Agency INA. 

Mr. Ibrahim said the Iranians 
fired 2,851 artillery shells on the 
civilians during the campaign. He 
gave no casualty figures but Bag- 
hdad mayor, Abdul Wahab Moh- 
ammad Latif, in a similar message 
to Mr. Hussein, said a number of 
people had been killed or injured. 

Mr. Latif said he led a “popular 
work drive” : that built huge def- 
ensive embankments and app- 
roaches in the marshes and sou- 
thward to the southernmost port 

of Faw on the Gulf. 


Iran urges 
Islamic 
government 
in Lebanon 


Some Lebanese refugees’ 
meal was Red Cross food 


The area stretches more than 
400 kilometres along the war- 
front. 

Defending the area are the 
third, fourth, sixth and seventh 
Iraqi army corps along with tho- 
usands of para-military popular 
army men. 

Iraqi warplanes have flown over 

1,000 sorties against the Iranian 
troop build-up in recent days, Iril- j 
ling huge numbers of Iranians and 
destroying army equipment, Bag- 
hdad war co mmuniq ues say. 

Iraqi Air Force Commander 
Air Marshal Hamid Shaaban said 
oa Tuesday a new Iranian off- 
ensive was expected, “but we will 
use the air force as a decisive wea- 
pon to crush this aggression.” 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (Agencies) — 

The Iranian president stressed to a 

wri ting Muslim Lebanese del- 
egation that the Muslims of Leb- 
anon should unite and form an Isl- 
amic gove rnmen t, the official Ira- 
nian News Agency, IRNA, rep- 
orted Friday. 

President Ali Khamenei told 
the visiting Lebanese Muslims it 
was their “duty to preserve the 
Isl amic nature of Lebanon and 
confront foreign tendencies and 
conspiracies,^ IRNA reported. 
He also urged them “to mobilise 
popular forces capable of con- 
trolling Lebanon from the nor- 
thern port of Tripoli to the south,” 
added the agency, monitored 
here. 

Mr. Khamenei’s meeting with 
the Lebanese Muslims 'coincided 
with reports from Lebanon that 
Falangist and opposition miliria 
leaders had initialled an agr- 
eement to end the 10-y ear-old 
civil war in the half Christian, half 
Muslim country. 

The protracted war has been 
fought mainly over opposition 
d eman ds for an share in the 
government, which is weighted in 
favour of the Falangists. 

Details of the Lebanese peace 
accord have not been officially 
released. But the reports from 
Lebanon indicate this is primarily 


JEZZ3NE, Lebanon (R) — For 
70-year-old Marie Ashkar, Chr- 
istmas dinner was a food pared m 

a cardboard box marked with the 
sign of the Red Cross. 

Her h /v ru» is a single room m a 
monastery perched on a rocky 
outcrop above the mainly Chr- 
istian town of Jezzine, almost iso- 
lated from the rest of Lebanon. 

In the main street, a bedraggled 
father Christmas rides a donkey 
past walls still mar ked by Hebrew 
graffiti from Israel’s 1982 inv- 
asion. Parents and excited chi- 
ldren crowd before shop windows 
in a last-minute shopping rush. 

The woman huddled before a 
one-bar electric heater in the 
monastery is one of hundreds of 
thousands of Christians and Mus- 
lims who have fled or been driven 
from their homes by the civil war. 

Ashkar left her village east of 
Sidon when the area was overrun 
by opposition militias last April, 
triggering an exodus of about 

60,000 Christians. 

Three kilometres out of town is 
Jezzine’s “no-mans-land" — a 


strip of mod road between wo 
nradbkKfe where miHriimm 
stand face to free. 

Droze militiamen in cam- 
ouflage uniforms dutch Kal- 
ashnikov rifles as they guard the 
■only approach to liie Shotxf. the 
frig e mountain barrier that is the 
minority's stronghold. 

At the southern end are Jez* 
zinc’s Falangists, armed with 
M-16 high-velocity rifles and dre- 
ssed in thidc fur jackets. 

For parliamentary deputy 
Edmond Ride, Christmas is not a 
time for rejoicing. 

“We are anxious about the pre- 
sent and die future,” he said. 
“State centred does not exst,.the 
whole country has de s troyed its- 
elf, broken up. 

“We are encoded To go to 
Beirut through the Shouf we have 
twice weekly convoys, guarded by 
Braze fighters of die Prog r ess ive 
Socialist Party (PSP). We have to 
submit names of people wanting 


to Join the convoys.”' 
The alternative is a i 


The alternative is a three-hour 
drive through areas held by the 


Soviet aide I ‘Israel removed border 


designed to give both sides an 
equal share of power. 


reportedly 
predicted 
ties with 
Israel 


Any attempt by Lebanon's 
opposition to follow President 
Khamenei’s advise to form an Isl- 
amic government would ine- 
vitably wreck the reported peace 
agreement. 

IRNA did not identify the 
members of the visiting Lebanese, 
delegation beyond saying they 
represented the Hezbollah and 
Amal Movements. 


WASHINGTON (R) — An Ame- 
rican Jewish leader has quoted a 
Soviet diplomat as saying be bel- 
ieved Moscow would restore dip- 
lomatic relations with Israel in 


February and step up the number 
of Soviet Jews allowed to emi- 


LE PUY, France (R) - Two 
Moroccans were killed and seven 
injured when a neighbour fired on 
their apartment Thursday night 
because they were making too 
much noise at a Christmas parly. 

The attack, in this small town in 
central France, was condemned by 
press ure group S.O.S. Racisme as 
a deplorable racist attack, and 
more than 100 people dem- 
onstrated outside the town hah 
Friday in protest 

According to local officials, 
some 40 Moroccans had been at 
the party when the son of the fam- 
ily faviqg upstairs had come down 
armed with a rifle to complain 
about the noise. 

Although the son was disarmed, 
his father stormed downstairs with 
another rifle and fired three shots 
at the dosed door of the apa- 
rtment. 


Both movements are drawn 
from Lebanon’s Shfite com- 
munity, the same Muslim sect 
predominant in Iran, which has 
been backing them through the 
years. 

Amal has emerged as the most 
powerful Muslim militia in Leb- 
anon, while Hezbollah is a smaller 
but more fundamentalist group. 

IRNA quoted Mr. Khamenei as! 
■telling the 'Visiting Lebanon Mus- 
lims that “since M uslim blood has 
been shed in Lebanon, any sol- 
ution of tiie Lebanese crisis must 
be based upon the rights of the 
Lebanese Muslims . 

He added that “wisest policy 
tiie L ebanese Muslims can follow 
is to avoid internal clashes shr- 
ewdly engineered by imperialist 
agents in order to sap their 
strength against the real enemy, 
global imperialism.” 

Meanwhile Israeli officials said 
Wednesday the leader of the 
Israeli-backed Lebanese militia 
told Israel that Iranian activists 
had increased their presence in 
South Lebanon and were inciting 
the Lebanese against the Jewish 
state. 


Rabbi Ab raham Cooper, ass- 
ociate dean at 1 the Simon Wie- 
senthal Centre in Los Angeles, 
told Reuters in a telephone int- 
erview the statement was made to 
a representative of tiie org- 
anisation last week by an official 
of the Soviet embasy in Was- 
hington. 


“We take it as a serious dev- 
elopment,” Cooper said. 


State Dep artm ent Spokesman 
Charles Redman had no con-, 
firms tion of possible Israeli-. 
Soviet ties, broken following the 
1967 Arab-Israel war, bat noted 
that the United States had con- 
sistently supported resumption of" 
relations. 

Lack of diplomatic ties between 
the two countries has 1 been cited 
by U5. officials as one reason why 
Washington has opposed an int- 
ernational conference on the 
Middle East that would involve 
Soviet participation. ■' 

Cooper noted that in recent 
months there bad been a number 
of signs pointing towards possible 
Soviet movement on the issue of 
diplomatic relations with Israel 
and on Jewish emigration, now. 
less than 1,000 persons a year. 

But he said that at the Was- 
hington meeting last week, the 
Soviet official, who holds the rank 


South Lebanese Army (SLA) 
Commander Gen. Antoine J 


made the comments in a meeting 
with Israeli Foreign Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir, the officials said. 


— — — “ - — MM. M W MI/VUOJJ) 

had for the first time mentioned a 
date at a meeting on which secrecy- 
had not been imposed. 
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marking to trick Egypt 9 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — An Isr- 
aeli magazine has reported that 
Israel had tried to deceive Egypt 
and strengthen its claim to a dis- 
puted beach area by removing a 
stone marking tiie border between 
the two countries. 

The Liberal monthly Monitin 
reported Thursday that soon after 
Israel and Egypt signed the 1978 
U-S.-brokered Camp David acc- 
ords, Israeli officials realised they 
had agreed to a disadvantageous 
border marking in Taba, a tiny 
beach strip at the northern tip of 
the Red Sea. 

Senior cabinet officials, in an 
effort to rectify the problem, dec- 
ided to remove the stone which 
indisputably backed Egypt’s claim 
to Taba, Mbnitin reported. It did 
not identify the officials. 

The rival claims to Taba, which 
now is in Israeli hands, have ham- 
pered no rmal ties between Israel 
and the only Arab country with 
which it h as a peace treaty. Egypt 
has said tiie border dispute is cur- 
rently the most -important dis- 
agreement between the two oou- 

Prime'. Minister Shirpon Peres. . 
has been pushing fora speedy res- 
olution or the dispute, but the rival 
Likud Bloc, headed by Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, fr^ rej- 
ected Egyptian proposals for set- 
tling the issue through ariritration- 

Monitin said a team was sent to 
the site to remove the stone on the 
instructions of two senior officials 
One of the officials, Reuven 
Aloni, was under the (fired con- 
trol of then-agriculture Minister 
Ariel Sharon, the magazine said. 


Aloni refused to deny or con- 
firm the report to tiie Associated 
Press. 

Sharon, currently trade and 
commerce minister, denied the 
report to the AP. ‘The story is 
based cm a lie. I never gave an 
instruction to move any stones.” 
his spokesman quoted ten as say- 
ing-, ' - - - - . 

. According to Mankfat, foe 
two-member team boCcbfld : its 
task and threw the wnxig marker 
into tike sea. They reported their 
mission successfully acc- 
omplished, p&vkig the way for a 
visit to the she of the Joint 
Egyptian-Isradi Military Com- 
mission, Monifin said. 


But when the commission arr- 
ived at Taba, its members found 
— to tiiefr respective joy and cha- 
grin — that the official border 
stone fixed at tire spot by tile Bri- 
tish ruh^ erf Palestine in 1906 was 
still visible, the magazine rep- 
orted. 


Another team, unknown to 
Aloni and other officials, viated 
tiie site earlier and took down tiie 
•official bord e r sto ne bat left beh- 
ind its stone base and other rem- 
nants of the marking, according to 
Monitm. 


Israeli Prime Minis ter Shimon 
Peres Tuesday indicated agr- 
eement was near with Egypt on 
Taba. 

“I hope we are at the end of 
negotiations widj the Egyptians,” 
Peres told reporters at me annual 
Christmas reception hosted by 
Bethlehem Mayor Elias Frcij. 


Turkish Cypriot leader’s 
son dies of crash injuries 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Raif 
Denktash, 34, the sou of Turkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash, 
died in Ankara during tiie night 
from injuries sustained in a traffic 
accident in Cyprus earlier in the 
week, the official Turkish Cypriot 


Bayrak Radio reported Friday. 

Raif had been m a coma since 
Monday when the car he was dri- 
ving collided head on with a Tur- 
kish army truck in the northern, 
Turkish-occopied sector of the 
war-divided island. 
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MARKET PRICES 


(Fixed prices for imported produce) 

UppcrSowcr price in fos per hr. . GathMOIamri^. 
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700/ 600 Potatoes ~ 

Goaxmkvh) 550/450 Sa^B/pr^ ^: ^ 


.320/ 2*0 
.409/400 
.100/140 
,140/120 
.300/250 


Israeli-backed Soofo L e ta aop 
Anzty (SLA) offife/to Hartvi 
poil^feritowodbysnh^WPOai 
trip to Beaut 

About five tibatttts tom of 
Jezrioe is foe frost finoof tatafl 


hridbythe SLA «d obootLOOO 
Israeli ycari ^afft n od troop*. 

ideots dwdd reandh totefett. 

“We ham aboalWO people 
in Jeaame district trodaboet 78 per 
cent are Chrittfrn,” iay»Mr. Rsk. 
“Boiwedoo’fseeoiiradveswto 

h»VB been 

csgaxnsed by foe SLA, tat Mr. 
Risk BBKfc te the force a com- 
posed of looimau. 

“They are our children.” he 

s^fs. “ we have not iatponod foe 

SLA. We have no fi nks w h hfarodi. 
We havein Jcazme the lastjriace 
in Lebanon where coamnmities 
iwrter i Tfrc p; riw only ^irab ol of 
true Lebanon left in foe land. 

“We won't c om pro mis e on 
that,” Mr. Ride adds, thumpin g a 
table with Ms fist for emptam. 
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Hamzeh 
tours Balqa 
governorate 

AMMAN (Petra) — Health Min- 
ister 2aid Hamzeh inspected hea- 
lth centres in Balqa Governorate 
on Thursday and met with Balqa 
Governor Mi j hern AJ Khreisha. 
The minister said at the meeting 
that die Health Minis try seeks to 
extend comprehensive health ser- 
vices to all regions of the country. 

After reviewing the health sit- 
uation in Balqa region with Mr. 
Khreisha, Dr. Hamzeh ann nnmwi 
that his ministry has decided to 
transform the Maadi health centre 
into a comprehensive health cen- 
tre to be supplied with specialists 
and other necessary staff to enable 
it to offer better medical services 
to the local population. 

Later, the minister held a mee- 
■ ting with doctors and specialists at 
Salt hospital and heard their views 
and demands. He also made an 
inspection tour of the hospital's 
sections and later toured health 
centres in a number of regions in 
the Jordan Valley. The minis ter 
was accompanied on the tour by 
Balqa Health Director Dr. Abdul 
Halim. Hiyasat. 



Mr. Gurcharan Singh 

New Indian 
ambassador 
assumes post 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The newly- 
appointed Indian Ambassador to 
Jordan. Mr. Gurcharan Singh, 
presented a copy of his credentials 
to Foreign Minister Taber Ai 


vlasri on Thursday. 

succeeds 

i&ifyuys l ^lS ^ ntos h i, fs a career 
diplomat with 21 years of service 
to the Indian Foreign Ministry.- 
He served as India's high cora- 
nissioner in Ghana and non- 
resident ambassador to Togo, 
Liberia and Burkina Faso before 
being appointed ambassador to 
Jordan. 

Prior to his service in Ghana, he 
served in the Indian diplomatic 
.nissions in Algiers, Ro.ne and 
Addis Abhnba in various cap- 
acities. He also served as under- 
secretary. deputy secretary and 
director of the Indian Ministry of 
External Affairs. 


DLDNA begins 
celebrations 

AMMAN (Petra) —Celebrations 
began here Thursday to mark Nat- 
ional Archives and Documents 
Week, which runs until the end of 
this month. Speaking on this occ- 
asion, the director general of the 
Department of Libraries, Doc- 
umentation and National Arc- 
hives (DLDNA), Ahmad Sha- 
rkas, said that Jordan, represented 
by the DLDNA and similar ins- 
titutions, has been keen on cel- 
ebrating this occasion during the 
last week of December every year. 

This celebration, Dr. Sftarkas 
added, came origin ally, in response 
to a -decision by the general ass- 
embly of the International Cou- 
ncil On Archives, and was sup- 
ported by the United Nations 
Educational. Scientific and Cul- 
tural Organisation (UNESCO!. 


Highway 
fatalities mar 
holiday 

KARAK (J.T.) — Five people 
were killed and six others injured 
in road accidents along the Aqaba 
Highway south of Da baa, near 
Oatraneh Thursday afternoon. A 
spokesman for the Public Security 
Department said that in one of 
these accidents an oil tanker truck 
driven by a Sudani national col- 
lided with a Jordanian lorry driven 
by Daasan which resulted in 
the death of both drivers.The acc- 
ident also resulted in the collision 
of a small vehicle with the Jor- 
danian lorry causing the injury of 
the four occupants of the small 
car, who were taken to Karak hos- 
pital for treatment. 

Two other accidents occurred 
on the same road Thursday eve- 
ning, causing the death of two 
people and the injury of four oth- 
ers. ’ 

One of the accidents occurred 
Mam a driver lost control over his 
lorry. due to a mechanical failure, 
causing it to overturn, and the 
other was a col lisio n between a 
tony and a small car. 



Members of the Upper House of Parliament listen to debate cmd the 1986 budget during their Thursday 
session. The budget won unanimous approval 

Senate Finance Committee endorses 
1986 budget, makes recommendations 

Dr. fuilil Al Salem, rapporteur of the Upper House of Parliament'* 

Financial Committee, presented die recommendations of the Financial 
Committee to the full House on Thursday. The convnittce e/ulorsed 
die go vemment’s *■ V86 budget hnv and voiced total support for most of 
the government’s biuiget priorities. Former Prime Minister and Semite 
•n ember Ahmad Obeulut, however, delivered a. speech to the House in 
which he cast doubt on certain aspects of the government’s economic 
policy as manifested in the -V S6 huilgcL 

The Upper House Financial 


Committee concluded its del- 
iberations on the 1986 draft bud- 
get law and on Thursday endorsed 
the budget, giving its complete 
support to government policies of 
strengthening the Jordanian 
Armed Forces and the People's 
Army, supporting the ste- 
adfastness of the Palestinian peo- 
ple living in the occupied Arab 
territories, increasing public ser- 
vices, and laying the foundations 
for a comprehensive pan-Arab 
economic unity and cooperation. 

The committee's suggestions, 
which were delivered to the full 
House by rapporteur Dr. Khalil 
AJ Salem also , welcomed die new 
and positive aspects of the 1986 
budget law which include: est- 
ablishing a national fond for hel- 
ping the poor, accepting res- 
ponsibility for the expenses of str- 
eet illumination and the interest 


House to thank the government 
for taking the following decisions: 

— For the presentation on the 
1 986 draft budget law in its con- 
stitutional time. 

— For the strong correlation 
between the coming five-year 
development plan’s capital and 
developmental allocations in rel- 
ation with the plan's first-year 
requirements. 

— For implementing necessary 
measures to combat the increase 
of recurring expenditures and 
maintaining a level of 4 per cent 
through decreasing- the gov- 
ernment subsidy on oil. 

— For keeping a constant eye 
over how to minimis e the budget's 
deficit through cutting luxury exp- 
enditures without affecting the 
standard of services. 

— For managing to reduce the 
accumulating deficit in Jordan's 
1985 budget by JD 61,683.000. 


rates of agricultural credit loans*; regardless of the means to lower 
supplying a separate budget boo- the deficit, be it through financial 
klet for all government cor- 
porations as part of the 1986 bud- 
get, and the decision to stop the 
classification of loans as revenues. 

The committee recommended 
that the House support die gov- 
ernment's policies on increasing 
the role of Jordan's productive 
sectors through supporting agr- 
iculture, encouraging industry and 
exports, reviving tourism and inc- 
reasing local production. 

The committee also called on 
the House to bade the gov- 
ernment's policy on laying the 
groundwork for land investment 
and alleviating all obstacles imp- 
eding the large companies and 
investment projects from adding 
to the country’s revenues and 
combating infrastructural imb- 
alances. 

The Financial Committee called 
on the government to review all 
suggestions made by the leg- 
islative body on the 1986 draft 
budget law. 

Following are major excerpts 
from the Financial Committee's 
call on the senators to support and 
fully endorse the 1986 draft bud- 
get law, as read by Dr. Salem. 

The senate totally supports the 
framework on which Jordan's fin- 
ance policy was based in general 
and the 1986 draft budget law in 
particular, especially in the fol- 
lowing areas: 

— Allocating adequate fin- 
ancial resources for the Armed 
Forces, the Public Security Dep- 
artment, the CivD Defence Dep- 
artment and the People's Army, 
which will allow them to upgrade 
their efficiency and increase the 
number of their employees. 

— Stressing the widespread of 
public services throughout Jordan 
and finding means to ensure equal 
distribution of the development 
gains, as well as encouraging pop- 
ular participation in the drawing 
np and the execution of Jordan's 
1986-1990 development plan. 

— Reviving the role of the pri- 
vate sector as an equal partner for 
the public sector in increasing sav- 
ings, investments and local rev- 
enues. 

— Laying .the foundations for 
joint pan-Arab economic coo- 
peration in the form of joint ven- 
tures and multi-party ventures 
and as well as in the imp- 
lementation of Arab economic 
principals. 

— Maintaining a good rep- 
utation for Jordan's loan cre- 
dibility in all Internationa] fin- 
ancial consorti ums and finan cial 
markets by meeting loan payment 
needs on time. 

Dr. Salem said that the Fin- 
ancial Committee viewed the gov- 
ernment’s policies in preparing 
the 1986 draft budget law and 
earmarking the various financial 
funds to support their policies as 
“very constructive,” and the- 
refore the committee urges the 


revenues, aid, or long term loans, 
and the hope that several similar 
steps will be taken to curb the acc- 
umulating deficit in Jordan's bud- 
get. 

— For responding to sug- 
gestions made by deputies and 
senators on widening the 
Amman -Ir bid road and for ear- 
marking JD 2 million to maintain 
the Irbid-Thaghra interchanges. 

The Finandal Committee in 
view of the numerous innovations 
the government has introduced in 
the 1986 draft budget Jaw urges 
the House to evaluate and support 
the following innovations: 

—The establishing of a national 
fund for helping the poor, for acc- 
epting responsibility for the exp- 
enses of street illumination rather 
than burdening Amman Mun- 
icipality and other municipality 
councils and go ve mo rates with 
electrification expenses. 

— For supplying the House 
with a separate budget for the 
government corporations as part 
of the 1986 draft budget law as 
was requested by Parliament. 

— For ending the classification 
of local and foreign loans as “ rev- 
enues,” which was a problem for 
all the previous budget laws. The 
House hopes this correction will 
result in a reduction of exp- 
enditure restrictions imposed by 
outside parties on these funds and 
in the adoption of a limited ceiling 
in accordance with the yearly debt 
service on foreign loans and the 
country's economic indicators. 

The rapporteur said that the 
committee believed that whether 
some of the government policies 
and plans had or lacked clear 
funds in the 1986 budget, it is free 
to reallocate the funds according 
to its needs. But the committee 
still feels that the House should 
take decisions to support the gov- 
ernment in the following fields: 

— In increasing the con- 
tribution of the private sector 
towards the Gross National Pro- 
duct (GNP) through the app- 
lication of an agricultural craping 
pattern, through reviving tourism, 
supporting agriculture, protecting 
industries, increasing exports, and 
minimising imports. 

— For outlining the basics for 
proper land cultivation and for 
cattle raising, which will eve- 
ntually relieve Jordan from having 
to import meat and food. 

— For studying the situation of 
large companies which received 
much investment but which have 
not managed to contribute to the 
country's revenues and real 
growth, and for reviewing the 
administrative approaches of 
these companies and trying to cor- 
rect thera. 

Dr. Salem also brought to the 
attention of the Senators that 
some measures the House rec- 
ommended for the 1985 budget 
law were not adhered to and the- 


refore the committee kindly urges 
the House to reconsider some of 
the 1983 budget issues which are: 

— A number of measures reg- 
arding the 1962 budget law article 
number 39 were not tackled and 
implemented properly. 

— The law which governed the 
establishment of the Pension Fund 
has not been correctly applied. 

— Some of the budget law art- 
icles have become outdated over 
the years and therefore, these art- 
icles need to be constantly ame- 
nded and corrected in accordance* 
with the prevailing needs and the 
country’s situation. 

— Measuring the returns of the 
general expenditures on the ser- 
vices standard and the gains of the 
comprehensive development 
plans. 

— Explaining more about the 
effects of the proposed 1986 draft- 
budget law on reviving Jordan's 
economy and finandal market’s 
situation. 

The committee also called on 
the government to review and rev- 
ise all decisions which have ste- 
mmed from the legislative body 
vis-a-vis the 1986 draft budget 
law. 

Dr. Salem added that the com- 
mittee has welcomed, the . dir- 
ectives of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein on establishing a Royal 
Committee for administrative 
upgrading but it wishes to see a 
wider private sector membership 
in this committee, along with pub- 
lic representation , to ensure better 
results. 

The committee urged the 
House to express their gratitude to 
the governments of Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and other brotherly Arab 
countries for their constant fin- 
ancial support for strengthening 
the steadfastness of Jordan. 


Obeidat raises criticisms 

In his speech before the Senate, 
Mr. Ahmad Obeidat raised a 
number of concerns regarding the 
1986 budget, and the economic 
figures on which it is based. 

"Is it an expansionist policy 
aimed at reviving the economy or 
a deflationary policy, aimed at fur- 
ther complicating things,”" ‘Mr. 
Obeidat told the Senate. 

He said that the five per cent 
growth rate in the Gross National 
Product, in fixed prices according 
to the draft budget, was “far from 
the truth.” This percentage "is 
based on sheer optimism which is 
not backed by accurate figures,” 
Mr. Obeidat said. He posed sev- 
eral questions on the reality of the 
Kingdom's economic situation. 
"What is the real growth in our 
GNP? What is the percentage? 
Did it really occur and in which 
areas? What was the share of the 
industrial, agricultural and service 
sectors? If there was a real eco- 
nomic growth of five per cent — 
which is what we hope for, then 
why this fear of unemployment, 
which usually accompanies rec- 
ession and the lack of job opp- 
ortunities?” 

Mr. Obeidat said it was "clear 
that there is a regression in the 
liquidity mass which clearly ind- 
icates by ail economic criteria , the 
absence of any economic growth 
this year.” He said that the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan did not con- 
firm actual economic growth (of 
five per cent) or of any- per- 
centage.” 

“There is a regression in cur- 
rency supply in the banking sector 
and another in the agricultural, 
industrial and trade sectors as well 
as in the construction and services 
area, "Mr. Obeidat told the Sen- 
ate. 

He said that a sound economic 
management in die Kingdom is 
capable of investing in available 
opportunities to benefit the cou- 
ntry. "This did not happen in 
1985, but we hope it will the next 
year.” 

Making an -assessment of the 
unemployment problem, Mr. 
Obeidat said that the government 
was giving too big a role for foe 
private sector to solve the pro- 
blem. 


Upper House of Parliament gives 
unanimous 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Upper House of Parliament 
unanimously endorsed the national budget for 1986 
on Thursday during a sessiori attended by Prime 
Minister Zaid Al Rifai and other cabinet members. 
The prime minister summarised Thursday’s debate 
over the budget with a speech in which he said the 
government would seriously consider all rec- 
ommendation^ put forward by Parliament. 

meats and recommendations on 


At the outset of the session two 
newly appointed members, Radi 
Al Abdullah and Barjas Al Had- 
did, were sworn in and rapporteur 
of foe financial committee Dr. 
KhaJD Al Salem read out the 
committee's report about foe nat- 
ional budget. Several other mem- 
bers made speeches during the 
session, commenting on different 
aspects of the budget, and foe 
prime minister summed up the 
debate with a speech in which str- 
essed the government's keenness 
on maintaining a democratic cou- 
rse of action between foe leg- 
islative and executive authorities, 
and its determination to study all 
remarks and motions put forward 
by Parliament. 

The following are excerpts from 
the prime minister’s speech at the 
session: 

On behalf of the cabinet and in 
my name I extend my deepest 
appreciation and gratitude to the 
.House members, especially foe 
finandal committee, which exe- 
rted relentless efforts in its study 
.of the budget and in assessing the- 
budgef s different articles, in coo- 
peration with foe minister of fin-' 
ance and his aides. 

The financial committee’s rep- 
ort and foe speeches of foe House 
members were constructive and 
reflect their keenness to shoulder 
responsibility of achieving further 
progress and prosperity for the 
country and serving its people. 

It is incumbent on us to pay tri- 
bute to IBs Majesty King Hussein, 
who has never spared any efforts 
towards strengthening the cou- 
ntry’s economy and defence. We 
pledge to work for achieving the 
same goals and for strengthening 
foe armed forces which serve as a 
shield, defending the motherland. 

— Comments on the finandal 
committee’s report: 

I would like to point out the fol- 
lowing in the light of the com- 
mittee’s report: 

1- With reference to the com- 
mittee’s recommendation calling 
on the government to make a rea- 
ssessment of the House's cora- 


the budget in the next session, I 
would like to reaffirm that the 
government is keen on mai- 
ntaining strong relations with the 
legislative authority, based on 
mutual respect; and in this spirit 
the government will gather all the 
decisions and recommendations 
put forth by the Parliament for a 
detailed study. 

But in this connection I would 
like to comment on three of foe 
points included in the committee’s 
report: 

A- The Pension Fund: I would 
like to remind the House that JD 
45 million has been allocated in 
the new budget to cover pension 
and compensation, but this is too 
big a burden for the Pension Fund 
to bear, particularly as you know 
that only 7.5 per cent of the total 
salaries of civil and military off- 
icials is being deducted for the 
Pension Fund. 

The Pension Fund has been ent- 
rusted with two important tasks: 
to pay pensioners and to invest the 
accumulated deducted sums in 
fruitful and profitable projects. 
When the Pension Fund first emb- 
arked on its mission it discovered 
that it required hundreds of mil- 
lions of dinars to meet its com- 
mitments every year. In view of 
the situation, foe government is 
now seriously considering the cre- 
ation of a body to be entrusted 
with defining areas of investment 
in Jordan and investing savings of 
the citizens living in Jordan and 
abroad in these projects. At the 
same time, the government is see- 
king to Hnk the government’s CivQ 
Service Pension Fund with that of 
the Social Security Corporation. 

B- The public expenditure and 
its effects on services and dev- 
elopment: 

It is dear from the budget that a 
large margin of public expenditure 
will go to executing infrastructure 
projects, supporting public ser- 
vices and paying interest on loans. 
This is important because such 
expenditure wOl prepare a solid 
ground for production later on 
and improve foe atmosphere for 


investments. 

Jordan has gone a long way in 
developing its public services like 
education, health, com- 
munications, electridty and water 
resources, and foe government is 
keen on improving the level of 
these services. In this connection I 
would like to refer to foe gov- 
ernment's capital expenditure as 
being not only directed towards 
■services, but as a participation in 
and contribution to the country's 
productive projects which the pri- 
vate sector cannot shoulder alone. 
Statistical reports indicate that 
Jordan has achieved an 11 per 
cent annual rate of national eco- 
nomic growth through its suc- 
cessive development plans over 
foe past years. This Is a source of 
pride for all of us. 

C- Effects of the budget on eco- 
nomic activities: 

The new budget has two Faces, 
one is represented in the local rev- 
enues which absorb pan of the 
available liquidity and foreign fin- 
ancial aid, and the other is rep- 
resented in expenditure which is 
largely pumped into national eco- 
nomy. The new budget is by far 
foe largest in foe country’s history, 
and is designed to revitalise the 
various sectors and increase foe 
rate of economic growth. 

The government, in its drive to 
strengthen the national economy, 
has taken measures to reduce 
imports and direct investments 
into local industries which are pro- 
tected from foreign competition, 
and towards encouraging exports 
of locally produced commodities. 
We wOl take all necessary mea- 
sures to reduce extravagant spe- 
nding, and waste of funds. 

The government wOl improve 
measures to collect taxes in a bid 
to cover deficit in the new budget. 

2- The government has been 
keen on granting the private sec- 
tor a leading and active role in the 
field of investments and pro- 
duction and also in planning and 
decision making. For example, foe 
private sector is participating in 
formulating the' different parts of 
the coming 1986-1990 five-year 
national development plan and is 
taking part in drafting a new com- 
panies law. In addition, the private 
sector in Jordan is represented in 
the higher agricultural, health, 
and education councils. 

In this spirit, the government 
warmly welcomes the financial 
committee's proposals for inv- 
olving the pnvate sector in the 
'Royal Commission to develop the 


Civil Service in Jordan. The gov- 
ernment will therefore include 
private- representation in the 
committees set up to study foe 
new civil service laws and reg- 
ulations. The new laws are des- 
igned to improve government 
employees' performance, to imp- 
rove services to the public, and to 
regulate foe relationship between 
the private and public sectors. 

In reference to foe financial 
committee report I also want to 
comment on a number of points 
raised by House member Ahamad 
Obeidat: 

Rale of Economic Growth: 

The rate of growth as estimated 
in the new budget is based on cer- 
tain new economic indicators ava- 
ilable to the Central Bank of Jor- 
dan and to the official dep- 
artments. 

These include foe following: 

A- An increase in foe value of 
national products from JD 290 
million in 1984 to JD 350 million 
in 1985. 

B- An increase in money tra- 
nsfers to the treasury over the 
1 984 figures. 

C- Stable increases in the Jor- 
danian expatriates' transfers. 

D- A stable balance of foreign 
currency reserves on foe same 
level in 1984 and 1985. 

3- Unemployment: 

The government is aware of the 
unemployment problem in Jordan 
and foe possible aggravation of 
this problem in the future. But the . 
government is not remaining idle 
and is doing what it can to handle 
the problem in a number of ways. 
The Ministry of Labour is taking 
extra measures to see to it that 
priority in jobs is given to Jor- 
danians and that no foreigners are 
allowed to take over jobs that can 
be handled by Jordanian citizens. 

The coming five-year plan aims 
at. creating 100,000 new jobs, 

4- Foreign Debt: 

The high cost of debt service has 
come about not because of the 
loans which the country acquired 
during 1985, but rather for those 
loans acquired in previous years. 
This does not mean that foe loans 
have reached a dangerous limit, 
but I would rather say that well- 
planned loans aimed at serving 
development needs will enhance 
the economy and increase pro- 
duction and eventually bring in 
'more foreign currency to the tre- 
asury for the repayment of loans. 
Public debt service stOl constitutes 
10 per cent of foe budget, the 
same level as 1984. 
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SERVE THE HOTEL JORDAN INTER- 
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MORE SO... 
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Friday’s 

Al Ra’i: Lebanon’s future 


£F the Lebanese militia sign the peace agreement in the coming few 
days the civil war in Lebanon mil actually come to an end, and the 
si g ning will be the most important event in Lebanon's history. This 
civil war which lasted for more than 10 years has brought so many 
tragedies and sufferings to millions of people inside and outside 
Lebanon, and opened the door for Israeli aggression and the mas- 
sacring of people on Lebanese territory. The end of the war in 
Lebanon would deprive Israel of the means of exploiting inter-Arab 
differences and carrying out plots and to achieve its goals. Peace in 
Lebanon could usher in the beginning of recovery of the Arab nation, 
which has lately witnessed intensified efforts to end Arab differences. 
Once the Lebanese have made peace they can live in harmony and 
can embark on the task of building their country. Once the Lebanese 
issue is settled for ever, other Arab countries will be able to devote 
time and effort to confronting the challenges posed against them by 
their common enemy. The reconciliation in Lebanon means mai- 
ntaining the sovereignty and territorial integrity of that country, 
something detested % Israel which had fought hard to divide Leb- 
anon into mini-states; and it will be a victory for the Arab will. 


A l Dustour : Arab’s African policies 

THE Arabs should not be astonished at the restoration of Israel's 
relations with African states. They actually bear part of the res- 
ponsibility for this development. The Arab League and the Org- 
anisation of Islamic Conference have both condemned the Ivory 
Coast’s decision to restore relations with Israel, and called for eme- 
rgency meetings to discuss the issue. But looking back at the past 
events and developments one can easily discover the reasons behind 
this uneasy developmentfor the Arabs. Among these reasons was the 
failure of rich Arab countries to honour their commitment to extend 
economic aid to poor African nations. Another reason is the con- 
tinued inter-Arab disputes and disunity which caused the African 
nations to lose faith in their Arab friends, and also because the 
African nations are in need of technology which Israel was ready jto 
supply through its western allies. We should also not forget the fact 
that certain Arab countries have been active in creating dissension 
among African states, causing a split within the Organisation of 
African Unity. The Arabs must now embark on serious efforts to 
abort Israel's aims and thwart its plots in Africa. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Practising democracy 


THE Upper House of Parliament Thursday endorsed the 1986 nat- 
ional budget and so the budget has become a law. In the debate at the 
House the Prime Minister made it clear that all the remarks of the 
House members will be taken into account and will be duly studied by 
the government. But the debate itself and the government's response 
to the House members views should be regarded a very democratic 
perspective, and viewed as a sincere effort on the part of the gov- 
ernment to maintain democracy and the rule of the constitution. This 
is a real source of pride for Jordanians who can have greater con- 
fidence in their executive and legislative authorities, and should back 
their efforts towards more progress and towards more prosperity. 


Thursday's 

Al Ra’i: Cairo trial 


ON Saturday Dec. 2S. an Egyptian court was scheduled to issue its 
verdict at the end of the trial of an Egyptian soldier who had killed 
several Israelis trying to intrude an area he was guarding in Sinai. The 
soldier was no doubt executing orders given him by his superiors and 
it would be a grave blunder by the Egyptian judiciary to sentence or 
punish the soldier: Suleiman Khater. No one can say that this soldier, 
who was only obeying orders, deserves punishment for his actions. It 
is only just that the court should acquit him of the charges of killing* 
the Israelis on purpose. It should also be pointed out that Egypt has 
referred the soldier to trial under pressure from Israel, which claims 
that the killing had political motives. Israel also made it a condition 
that this trial should take place if the Israelis and the Egyptians are to 
resume talks over the future of Taba in Sinai. Egypt should not 
succumb to pressure of any kind and should not sacrifice any of its 
soldiers to please Israel and world Zionism. Egyptians do realise that 
the Israelis, who burnt Al Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem and committed 
massacres in Sabra and Shatila refugee camps, are still at large and 
not a single one of the Zionists, who carried out crimes against the 
Palestinians or other .Arabs, has been punished. All the Arab masses 
in general and the people of Egypt in particular are watching and 
waiting in earnest to know the fate of their brother, Suleiman Khater. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Israeli aggression 


ISRAEL would love to maintain the status quo. the no-peace, 
no-war situation in the Middle East so that it can easily carry out its 
expansionist projects. Israel has no doubt found in the Jordanian- 
Syrian rapprochement a new threat to its plans and its evil plots, and 
so it raised the question of the Syrian missiles, set up inside Syrian 
territory to protect Syrian cities. Any dose ties between Arab cou- 
ntries is feared by the common enemy and any rapprochement bet- 
ween governments in the region is interpreted as a sign of hostility 
towards Zionism. Acting on this assumption, Israel has now created 
an issue over the present* of the Syrian missiles, claiming that they 
constitute a threat to Israeli territory. The issue raised against the 
missiles is a new form of pressure that die Israelis want to exerdse on 
the Arabs to thwart their attempts to come closer together. Jordan 
and Syria together form one unity in confrontation with the enemy, 
and they are indeed the nucleus of resistance to Zionist aggression on 
the Arab nation. We are confident that any rapprochement between 
the two countries will pot be affected in the least by Israel's, cha- 
llenges and the storms it raises here and there to win world support 
for its daims and its aggression. 


South Africa’s year was one of bloodshed 


By Victor Mallet 

Reuter 


JOHANNESBURG - South 
Africans are counting the cost of a 
year of violence and bloodshed 
that shook the racially-divided 
republic as never before. 

More than 800 people have 
died violently this year. The vast 
majority were blacks, killed in 
bloody clashes between security 
forces and rioters or in gruesome 
attacks by militan t township res- 
idents on those they see as col- 
laborators with the white gov- 
ernment. Whites died in bomb and 
landmine blasts. 

Funeral followed funeral in the 
black townships, and as the 
months passed, mourners at the 
burials became increasingly def- 
iant and open in their support of 
the African National Congress 
( ANC) movement which seeks to 
topple white rule. 

It was also a year of reforms to 
apartheid racial segregation pol- 
icies — changes hailed by Pre- 
sident F.W. Botha as a break with 
the past, but dismissed by many of 
the black majority as insignificant 
tokens. 

Botha's National Party gov- 
ernment also moved to restrict 
civil liberties, imposing a state of 
emergency on parts of the country 
in July in a vain attempt to stamp 
out riots. 

Thousands of its opponents 
were detained without trial and 
dozens were charged with treason. 

The government’s economic 
problems multiplied as nervous 
foreign bankers refused fresh cre- 
dit without significant political 
reforms. 

South Africa's relations with 
black neighbours and Western all- 
ies deteriorated sharply, und- 
ermined by its unwillingness to 
speed up the dismantling of apa- 
rtheid, by its cross-border railitafy 
raids in pursuit of guerrillas and by 
its continued support of Angolan 
and Mozambican rebels. 

The year began with the first frill 
session of a new parliament, in 
which Indians and coloureds 
(people of mixed race) were rep- 
resented for the first time in the 
assembly. 


But the three groups debated in 
separate, segregated chambers 
and the National Party, making 
use of its own complex new con- 
stitution, continued to dominate 
all important executive bodies. 
Blacks were excluded altogether. 

Botha opened parliament with a 
speech promising more political 
say for urban blacks and sug- 
gesting that forced removals and 
influx control laws affecting blacks 
would be reviewed. 

Bishop Desmond Tutu, anti- 
apartheid campaigner and Nobel 
Peace Prize winner in 1984, res- 
ponded to the speech with a view 
echoed by blacks throughout the 
year each time Botha addressed 
the nation. 

“We wDl not be satisfied with 
the crumbs of concessions the 
white man throws at us. The cou- 
ntry is ours,'* Tutu said. 

Yet many of the reforms ann- 
ounced by the government in 
1985 did chip away at the cor- 
nerstones of apartheid. 

Forced removals of blacks from 
“white” areas were officially sus- 
pended. Laws barring sex and 
-marriage between races were rep- 
ealed, although the retention of 
racially segregated residential 
areas and schools posed problems 
for mixed couples. 

A law barring multiracial pol- 
itical parties was repealed and 
Botha promised to return cit- 
izenship to millions of blacks dep- 
rived of their South African nat- 
ionality by the creation of aut- 
onomous tribal homelands. 

Perhaps most significant of all, 
the president's council, an adv- 
isory body dominated by the Nat- 
ional Party, recommended the 
complete scrapping of the pass 
laws, the influx control measures 
so bitterly hated by blacks. At pre- 
sent the laws remain, but Botha 
could announce changes in 1986. 

In February, Botha offered to 
release jailed ANC leader Nelson 
Mandela provided he renounced 
violence. Mandela refused and 
made counter-demands of his 
own, including the dismantling of 
apartheid and an end to violence 
by the state. 

Mandela’s wife Winnie rep- 
eatedly defied a government ban- 


ning order, addressing crowds and 
living in Soweto, the giant Joh- 
annesburg black township. She 
was arrested last Sunday for sta- 
ying in Soweto and will face cha- 
rges in the new year. 

Rioting in black townships, 
which erupted on a large scale in 
September 1984, overshadowed 
other news events. The riots were 
accompanied by unrest in schools, 
strikes and black consumer boy- 
cotts of white shops. 

Eighteen people were killed in 
three days of violence in the cro- 
ssroads shanty town near Cape 
Town in February when the gov- 
ernment threatened to uproot all 
the inhabitants and move them to 
a new township. Pretoria backed 
down and said it would redevelop 
the area. 

On March 21, the 25th ann- 
iversary of a massacre in Sha- 
rpe vfl I e when police killed 69 
blacks protesting against the pass 
laws, police in Lauga in the eas- 
tern Cape killed 20 marchers 
going to a funeral, prompting an 
international outcry. 


Troops became increasingly 
involved in helping police to com- 
bat the unrest and are now a rou- 
tine feature of life in black tow- 
nships. Rioting spread to 
previously-iramune white areas, 
including the centres of Joh- 
annesburg and Cape Town. 

Rioting spread to most parts of 
the country and in July Botha dec- 
lared a state of emergency in the 
worst hit regions. Over 7,000 
people were held without trial 
under emergency powers, alt- 
hough the majority were later 
freed. 

News coverage, particularly by 
foreign television stations which 
the government accused of inc- 
iting unrest, was restricted. 

However the bloodshed con- 
tinued, with major outbreaks of 
violence in Cape Town and 
Durban: 

In a widely-awaited speech in 
Durban in August. Botha dashed 
foreign hopes of significant ref- 
orms to apartheid. 

He said he was committed to 


change but added: “I am not pre- 
pared to lead , white South Afr- 
icans and other minority groups 
on a road to abdication and sui- 
cide”' 

The rand immediately plunged 
on foreign exchange markets and 
in September Pretoria was forced 
to freeze repayment of part of its 
24-bilUon-dollar foreign debt 
when overseas banks cut credit 


Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — Black nat- 
ionalist guerrillas appear to be 
ma king good their vow to exact a 
heavier price from South African 
whites for holding on to minority 
power. 

A spate of guerrilla attacks att- 
ributed to the African National 
Congress (ANC) has claimed unp- 
recedented number of white cas- 
ualties — six were killed iu a lan- 
dmine blast on December 15 and 
six died in a bomb explosion at a 
holiday resort near Durban on 
Dec. 25. 

Political and military experts 
believe the two incidents and 
other recent attacks could signal 
the implementation of a new ANC 
strategy of shifting assaults from 
military to civilian targets. 

The ANC, outlawed by Pretoria 
in 1960 after turning to armed str- 
uggle against white domination, 
decided at a high-level meeting in 
June to intensify its war. It has 
since threatened to attack seg- 
regated cities reserved for white. 

■Senior political scientist pro- 
fessor Robert Schrire of Cape 
Town University told Reuters an 
escalation in ANC tactics was 
unavoidable. “In a fundamental 
struggle for power, everything 
escalates the longer there is int- 
ransigence on one or both sides.” 

Military experts say the increase 
in guerrilla attacks could be linked 
to an apparent decline in black 
township violence which bas cla- 
imed more than 1,000 lives since 
February last year. 

Schrire agreed: “The ANC 
knows that from its point of view it 
is necessary to keep up the imp- 


lines. 

On the labour front, black mm- 
e workers flexed their muscles with 
a largely unsuccessful wage strike 
on gold and coal mines while at the 
end of November mainly-back 
unions launched a powerful new 
federation, the Congress of South 
African trade- Unions, which ple- 
dged to politically challenge the 
government. 


siding.” 

The ANC emerged from its 
June conference apparently det- 
ermined to seek tangible results in 
its long, and so far unsuccessful, 
bid to achieve black majority rule. 

“For a good 25 years the ANC 
tactics have been limited in terms 
of armed force because of limited 
capability but also because of a 
deliberate policy,” Schrire said. 

“Now, with a younger gen- 
eration, they will view the results 
as having been marginal and will 
see a need to escalate the fig- 
hting.” 

Until its revised strategy was 
adopted, the ANC deliberately 
avoided attacking targets other 
than military and government ins- 
tallations. The civilians killed 
were normally in the vicinity of 
such bombings. 

Most experts say whites can 
expect increased guerrilla warfare 
in their midst, but the effect on the 
ruling minority is likely to be the 
opposite of what the ANC has in 
mind. 

Dutch-descended Afrikaners, 
in the three centuries since they 
first arrived in the sub-continent, 
have shown a tendency to grow 
more intransigent in the face of 
threats. 

Although the number of people 
leaving the country has increased 
as racial conflict grew in recent 
months, the majority of white 
show no signs of relinquishing pol- 
itical power and the privileged life 
that goes with it. 

“The tragedy is that at this 
stage, the gap between white cap- 
ability to retain power and black 
aspirations is too great,” Schrire 
said. 



ANC increasing pressure 

By Aiik Bachar etus now that urban turmoil is sub- 


17 killed in £1 Al attacks 


(Continued from page 1) 

the type as used in an attack on 
Rome’s Cafe de Paris last Sep- 
tember in which nearly 40 people 
were injured. 

One of those killed at the air- 
i port was Natasha Simpson, 12- 
i year-old daughter of Victor Sim- 
pson, a correspondent in Rome of 
the AP. Her father and younger 
j brother Michael were injured but 
were not in a critical condition, the 
AP said. 

Italian Defence Minister Gio- 
vanni Spadolini linked the attack 
with one carried out almost sim- 
ultaneously at Vienna airport. 
“The attack in Vienna at the same 
time confirms the existence of a 
plan for terrorist destabflisation of 
an international character,” Mr. 
Spadolini told reporters. 

In the Vienna attack. Austrian 
police said gunmen hurling gre- 
nades and shooting wildly into 
queues of passengers attacked the 
El Al counter at Schwechat air- 
port. 

They said two men of Arab ori- 
gin stormed into the crowded area 
near the El Al check-in desk, rol- 
ling grenades alone the floor and 
firing automatic weapons. 

The three then shot their way 
out of the airport building, took a 
Mercedes car from an airport 
employee and, after talcing the 
wrong direction on airport app- 
roach roads, managed to flee. 
They threw a hand grenade at a 
pursuing police car but failed to hit 
iL 

Pursuing police kept firing on 
the getaway car. On a local road, 
near Schwa dorf, a village some 10 
kilometres to the southeast, the 
three escapees hud to leave their 
vehicle, rendered inoperational by 
police bullets, police said. 

The gunmen attempted to stop 
-two oncoming cars, but police 
were nearby. In another shootout 
that left one gunmen killed, the 
two others dropped their guns and 
threw up their arras as a sign of 
surrender. 

As police detained the two men. 
both suffering gunshot wounds, 
they found that one of them still 
clutched a hand grenade. It was 
immediately defused. 

Earlier reports spoke of a fourth 
gunman being shot in the airport 
building, but'police did not con- 
firm this'. 

The attack took place just bef- 
ore 9 a.m. as passengers were che- 
cking in for E! Al flight ?64 to Tel 
Aviv. 

Dozens of people were also 
queuing at a nearby desk for a hol- 
iday charier flight to Heraklion in 
Greece. 

In Washington. President Rea- 
gan. condemning what he called 
the “cowardly” twin attacks, 
urged capture and punishment for 
the gunhwn. 

“The United States deeply dep- 
lores toe attacks,” White House 
spokesman Larry Speakes said. 
“ We think toe terrorists should be 
apprehended and punished,” 

He added that “we deplore 


them and condemn them as cow- 
ardly acts.” 

The U.S. government warned 
major airports and airlines in the 
Mediterranean area and the Mid- 
dle East last month to be alert for 
possible attacks, another spo- 
kesman said on Friday. 

“ We did issue an alert or an adv- 
isory last November but I can't go 
into toe specifics,” Federal Avi- 
ation Administration (FA A) spo- 
kesman Fred Farra r said. “ We had 
information that indicated that 
they should be on the alert.” 

Farrar said he did not know 
enough about the Rome and Vie- 
nna attacks to say whether they fit 
the description of violence that the 
FAA feared when it issued the 
alert. 

Israeli Defence Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin blamed Palestinian 
organisations for the attacks. 

The attacks should “remind 
anyone who has either forgotten 
or ignored toe fact that the Pal- 
estinian organisations have not 
quit and are trying to reach us and 
harm us wherever they can,” 
Rabin told an Israeli economic 
club in Tel Aviv. 

One government official, dem- 
anding anonymity, said Israel had 
“grounds to believe the PLO was ! 
behind the attacks.” 

In statements issued in Amman 
and Tunis the PLO said it was in 
no way involved in the attacks. 

In Tunis a spokesman for the 
PLO's Political Department told 
Reuters the organisation abided 
wholly by Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat’s declaration last month con- 
demning attacks outside Arab ter- 
ritories occupied by Israel. 

The spokesman said that Israel 
tried to implicate the PLO in such 
attacks. 

“The PLO would like to draw 
the attention of world opinion and 
all parties to the Middle East (ton- 
flier to the dangers of such Israeli 
declarations which try to implicate* 
the PLO in such attacks,” the spo- 
kesman said. 

He said that Italy and Austria 
were friendly countries. 

PLO spokesmen in Rome and 
Vienna earlier condemned the 
assaults and said the organisation 
regretted that it could harm its rel- 
ations with Italy and Austria. 

Egypt condemned the attacks 
and said finding a solution to the 
Middle East problem could help 
end terrorism. 

Foreign Minister Esraat Abdul 
Meguid said Egypt “strongly con- 
demns all acts of terrorism reg- 
ardless of the culprits” 

“An immediate end to ter- 
rorism can be achieved through 
final solutions to political issues, 
especially the Middle East pro- 
blem,” he told reporters. 

Egypt's Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Boutros Ghali 
also condemned toe attacks, say- 
ing Egypt considered them “a ser- 
ious obstacle to achieving a com- 
prehensive (Middle East) peace, 
which is a principal goal of Egy- 
ptian diplomacy.” 





European Community entry 
charts new course for Portugal 


By Pascal Fletcher 

Reuter 

LISBON — Portugal will enter 
the European Community on 
January 1 with the same mixture 
of hope and apprehension its nav- 
igators must have felt when they 
began their voyages of discovery 
over five centuries ago. 

Portuguese leaders sec the acc- 
ession, agreed in March after eight 
years of negotiations, as con- 
firming Portugal's natural place in 
Europe after the dismantling of its 
empire which once embraced Afr- 
ica, South America and Asia. 

Hailed as the most important 
national event since rhe 1974 rev- 
olution that toppled a right-wing 
dictatorship, EC entry is also vie- 
wed as a key opportunity for social 
and economic progress in a cou- 
ntry rated the poorest in Western 
Europe. 

But the euphoria that sur- 
rounded the successful end to the 
entry talks achieved by the pre- 
vious Socinlist-leJ administration 
of ex-premier .Mario Soares has 
now subsided. 

The New Social Democratic 
(PSD) government is confident 
EC membership can end Por- 
tugal's position as Europe’s poor 
relation. But this confidence Ls 
tempered by the knowledge that 
its underdeveloped economy must 
first be whipped into shape. 

"Accession to the EC will be of 
little use if we are not capable of 
adapting our financial, economic 
and administrative structures to 
take advantage of the potential 
benefits." Prime Minister Anibal 
Cavaco Silva said recently. 

Portugal joins the EC with 
Spain when its economy is only 
just showing signs of emerging 
from a two-year recession made 


more severe by austerity measures 
introduced to cut a bloated cur- 
rent account deficit and control 
the foreign debt. 

But many businessmen anJ 
farmers see the threat of con- 
tinuing political instability as the 
biggest obstacle to effective ref- 
orms which they say are needed 
for Portugal to reap the full ben- 
efits of EC membership. 

’Tin not optimistic ... I would 
be if there was political stability," 
Raul Rosado Fernandes, pre- 
sident of the Portuguese Farmers’ 
Confederation (CAP), told Reu- 
ters. 

Hie new cover a nent, for nc I 
after October's general election, Ls 
the 16th since the 1974 rev- 
olution. It docs not have a par- 
liamentary majority and some pol- 
itical commentators predict it will 
become increasingly vulnerable as 
tension mounts before pre- 
sidential elections, due on January 
26. 

Cavaco Silva says he believes 
accession to a trading and political 
bloc of democratic states will str- 
engthen Portugal’s own young 
democracy and act as a catalyst for 
economic modernization. 

Portugal's leaders also say the 
membership of their country, a 
founder and staunch supporter of 
the NATO alliance, will reinforce 
the security of the community's 
'southwest flunk. 

EC membership is broadly bac- 
ked by all Portugal’s main parties 
except the Communist Party 
(PCP). 

“EC entry will not mean the - 
much-trumpeted modernisation 
... it will mean the ruin of vast sec- 
tors of the economy ... and a ser- 
ious threat to our national sov- 
ereignty.” the PCP said in its man- 
ifesto for the October general ele- 


ction. 

Farmers and businessmen, who 
complain their power to invest in 
new ventures has long been ham- 
pered by red tape and high interest 
rates, welcome the prospect of 
access to EC funds. 

But they fear the country's ail- 
ing industry and agriculture will 
suffer a severe blow from com- 
petition within the EC, in spite of 
the respective seven — and 10- 
year transition periods negotiated 
to give them n chance to catch up. 

Secretary of state for European 
integration Vitor Costa Martins 
admits there will he risks. But be 
notes Portugal has had a trading 
agreement with the EC since 
1975. 

"It’s a historic opportunity for 
development." he said. 

Many farmers and indust rnlists 
are more sceptical. "EC entry is 
the only possibility we have ... but 
I hope our sick agriculture won’t 
die from the shock.” Rosado Fer- 
nandes said. 

Portugal’s agriculture is the 
least productive in Western Eur- 
ope. ft employs more than 20 per 
cent of the workforce but con- 
tributes only 7.6 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP). 

Over 6U per cent of the cou- 
ntry’s food needs are imported. 

Businessmen say Portugal’s 
industry, heavily dependent on 
imported technology, energy and 
raw materials, will also need 
major investment to compete in 
the community. 

"Wc frequently look on the 
community as a charity group and 
tend to forget that it is a union of 
competitors,” Fritz Haser of the 
Confederation of Portuguese Ind- 
ustry (CIP) told Reuters. 

He added: ■* We must be modest 
and realistic ... Europe has not- 


hing to fear from Portugal's eco- 
nomic capacity.” Portuguese exp- 
orters should seek to exploit exi- 
sting strengths in specific markets, 
notably textiles, footwear and 
cork products, he said. 

Costa Martins said integration 
was also expected to bring a major 
increase in foreign investment and 
this would galvanise national ind- 
ustry. Access to joint European 
technology projects would also be 
a bonus, he said. 

Rosado Fernandes said Por- 
tuguese fruit, vegetables and 
wines could be competitive in the 
European market. 

Vulnerable sectors include shi- 
pbuilding. food processing and 
fisheries in which Haser and Ros- 
aJo Fernandes saiJ neighbouring 
Spain would be a major com- 
petitor. Portuguese wine an J olive 
oil will also face heavy com- 
petition from Spain. 

But business and farming org- 
anisations have welcomed early 
moves by the new government to 
boost investment and create new 
jobs by cutting interest rates and 
promising lower taxes. 

Government officials also bel- 
ieve EC membership will usher in 
a new era in relations with Spuin. 
They hope a trade and fishing acc- 
ord signed in April will head off 
further bilateral disputes that have 
in the past soured a relationship 
charade rive 1 by coolness. 

In foreign policy, Portugal's 
leaders say EC membership will 
benefit rather than restrict rel- 
ations with its former colonics io 
Africa and other nations. 

■ Access to EC funds and tec- 
hnology. co nbinc J with Por- 
tugal’s overseas experience, sho- 
uld make rhe country an ideal int- 
ermediary for cooperation with 
the Third World, they say. 


Bangladesh: Despite progress, promises, 
poverty remains, population soars 


By Victoria Graham 

The Assochitul Preys 
DHAKA, Bangladesh Pre- 
sident Hussein Mohammad Ers- 
hud says that Bangladesh has 
made great strides in 14 years 
since achieving independence and 
that a nation once known for sub- 
sistence living has become a “hea- 
ven” despite poverty. 

But amid signs of progress, 
much wrenching poverty remains, 
aggravated by staggering pop- 
ulation growth. 

In Kachua village, 300 kil- 
ometres southwest of Dhnka, lan- 
dless peasant A run Das, 36, uses 
his three children to plough a tiny 
sharecropper's rice paddy. He is 
too poor to buy. a buffalo. 

Three-year-old Muhadev sits 
naked on the wooden plough to 


give it a little weight. His elder Ganges delta nation must impart least 86 per cent of the people live 
sister Chabirani, 10, and brother boulders to build up the shoreline below the World Bank’s poverty 
Shankar, 8 , drag it with ropes tor- and keep it from being washed line. 

ough the mud. away into toe Bay of Bengal. The average per capita income 

“I always do it this way. I cannot Despite such projects, in May is among the world's lowest at 

afford a buffalo,” says Das, who 11 . 600 people were killed and SI 40 a year. But most people earn 
does odd jobs and earns the equ- washed away, and several hun- far less than that, have no actual 
ivalent of a dollar or 1 .50 dollars a dred thousand left homeless by a cosh income and simply barter and 
day —on good days —to feed his cyclone and tidal wave. Ban- subsist, 
family of five. gladesh has only one radar station p opu i ati on has almost doubled 

According to the government, and most victims never received | n t h e 14 years since ind- 
the World Bank and the U.S . State any warning. ependence. when it stood at about 

Department, Bangladesh, once With 100 mfilion people (uno- 70 million. It is increasing by 
dubbed unfairly but memorably a . ffidnlly 1 10 million), Bangladesh about 2.5 per cent a year, down 
“basketcase” (hopeless), has is about the eighth most populous from 3.1 per cent in the recent 
made significant progress in rec- country in the world; its people past, but still undercutting small 
ent years in most areas. . squeezed into a 143.998-square economic gains. 

But the facts about Bangladesh, kilometre plane. About half the population » 

still virtually rock bottom by most It is the world's most densely under 14. At least 1.300 babies 
social and economic measures in .populated agricultural nation, 85. are bom every day, infant mor 
the Third World, arc disturbing, per tent of its people jiving in rural tality is 132 per 1,000, life exn" 
A poignant example: the tiny areas and half of them landless. At ectancy 50 years. * 
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My wisdom for the New Year 


Talking 

straight 

Marwan 

Muasher 


NINETEEN EIGHTY FIVE, 
perhaps just as any other year, 
has been eventful. At the end 
of each year one reads reviews 
in newspapers, or sees pro- 
grammes on TV, highlighting 
the main events of the past 
year. Each year everybody 
wonders at all the various eve- 
nts that took place. 

And, yet, much of what is 
different is really just the same. 
Wars still take place, famous 
and not-so-famous people still 
die, governments resign, coops 
cf eta t occur, hurricanes still str- 
ike, airplanes still crash, and 
yes, people still win football 
games, just as others lose diem. 
If one really looks at things 
more closely, one finds 1985 
was no different titan any other 
year. 1986 will also be the 
same. Unless we get a visit by 
some martians, or unless we 
start a nuclear war, 1986 will 
again be eventful, but terribly 
redundant. 


Still, people like to reflect on 
the past year events when the 
new year comes upon them. 
They tend to phflosopbise, ask 
questions, analyse, hope for 
the better and make wishes 
they often know will not come 
true. It is an part of the new 
year’s ritual that includes cel- 
ebrations, evaluations and 
hopes. It is normally fun to 
hope for changes. It is fun to. 
dream that changes are act- 
ually possible, and in the one- 
in-a- miltin n shot where a wish 
actually comes true, it is ecs- 
tasy. 

And while the new year gives 
us the chance to hope for better 
things it also reminds us that 
we were getting older. Som- 
ething that I guess depends on 
one’s mood on the new year's 
eve. It provides feelings that 
are a mixture of hope and des- 
pair, expectation and dep- 
ression, joy and sorrow. 


For those without their loved 
ones, new year’s eve can be a 
very lonely occasion. New y- 
ear’s eve is definitely not a 
night to be spent alone, if any- 
. thing, it should be shared with 
friends. The bond of friendship 
that ties people together is 
somehow always stronger at 
this time of the year. Either 
that, or I am feeling mushy 
while writing this article. 

I feel we often expect too 
much from the new year. We 
tend to want to assess all our 
past achievements and sho- 
rtcomings in one night. We 
want to plan for everything that 
lies ahead, but we usually end 
up doing nothing. We want to 
have fun on new year’s eve that 
I often feel is forced. We blow 
whistles and wear hats and join 
hands and sing. And unless we 
are happy to start with, those 
added accessories rarely suc- 
ceed in giving us a good time. 


Not that I will stop blowing 
whistles. I, you see, am always 
hopeful. 

I will not talk today of the 
wars, die deaths, the wins and 
the defeats of mankind. FI1 
leave that for others to reflect 
on . I have nothing to say about 
an earthquake lolling a tho- 
usand lives or the stampeding 
of spectators in a football sta- 
dium. Such is the planet we live 
on, and such are the people. 
There is lzttie point in trying to 
derive any wisdoms from such 
acts. 

And, if people choose to 
write about the Iran-Iraq war, 
the Reagan-Gorbacbev sum- 
mit, the civil war in Lebanon, 
or even the passing away of 
Orson Wells, I choose to lightly' 
reflect on what has happened 
here, to the regular folks living 
in good old Amman. A mee- 
ting of Rajiv Gandhi and Zia 
U1 Haq migh t make a b illio n 


people breathe easier in India 
and Pakistan, but I worry about 
the small things that happen to 
us here, giving us a breath of 
fresh air at times, and choking 
us at othets. 

One can always start on the 
personal level, and even tho- 
ugh I have had an eventful 
year, TR share one wish with 
you though, I hope whatever 1 
do on the new year’s eve will be 
better than what happened to 
me during all those new year 
parties I went to before and did 
not enjoy. 

On a more joyful note, the 
Jordan Times celebrated its 
tenth anniversary on October 
26 of this year. That was nice, 
considering all the parties we 
went to. It made me realise the 
Jordan Times staff are also 
human beings who can dance, 
eat and have fun. 

We've had three different 
ministers of information during 


this past year, with three dis- 
tinct styles. Talk about adj- 
usting to stress. 

We’Ve also had some cha- 
nges in our staff. Issam AI-Tall 
and Samir Jouanah left the 
paper, only for Abdallah Has- 
anat. Bill — and Najwa Najjar 
to join. I am happy (I guess) to 
report that George is still at the 
helm, and that I am beginning 
my fourth year of Talking Str- 
aight, despite the fact that I was 
silenced at times. 

Talking about new faces, 
we’ve also had some of them in 
parliament. Old faces elected 
new faces who elected new 
frees replacing old ones. I can- 
not hide my intriguement with 
our parliamentarians who 
often argue fiercely "Over laws 
presented to them, only to pass 
them later unanimously. At 
least 1 am happy to see our love 
for arguing extends to our par- 
liament. 


Amman is changing as well. 
We’D have to live with all these 
detours for two years, or so 
they say. New restaurants are 
Springing up, other companies 
are declaring bankruptcy, and 
people still complain as usual. 

I try to think of all these eve- 
nts that took place in town this 
past year. So many things, pol- 
itical and social, occurred, and 
yet, as the song goes, after cha- 
nges upon changes we are mere 
or less the same. 

Well, there is my wisdom for 
the new year. As you see, it is 
not much. Perhaps there is no 
point in selecting a milestone 
and stopping to assess one’s 
life. And! then again, we som- 
etimes need moments where 
we look forward. If there has to 
be a time for these moments, 
why not on the new year. A 
little twinkle of the heart never 
hurts, l suppose. See you next 
year. 


Channel 6 preview 

Out with the old, in with the new 

By J.H. Boteler 


THERE is a song in the current 
top twenty on Radio Jordan in 
which some gormless twit warbles 
a refrain, the gist pf which goes 
something like: “Why can't we 
have Christmas every day? Wou- 
ldn't that be a lovely way to spend 
the year?.'* Only if one was a ded- 
icated masochist; strewth. what an 
appalling concept. Even Dante, 
concocting his various levels of the 
Inferno, stopped short of such 
horrors. Even here at JTV, nor- 
mally such a staid and quiet, ind- 
eed civilised, establishment, rabid 
confusion reigns. Matters aren’t 
helped by the fact that a new pro- 
gramme cycle looms ominously 
over the skyline. Some great pro- 
grammes can be espied, (as well as 
some particularly grisly ones, but 
we need net talk about them right 
away), but matters are not helped 
by the fact that several of the old 
cycle's programmes still have a 
few ep Bodes to go before they fin- 
ish their run. But I wfli bravely try 
to make some sense out or the 
chaos, and if at points I am more 
than usually short cn information, 
blame it on Halley’s Comet. 

Comedies 

Tonight continues with It’s 
Your Move. I don’t know what this 
episode is about, but at least last 
week Matthew Barton showed 
signs of being redeemable, when 
he nobly threw away the secret* 
tapes he had made of Julie’s pyj- 
ama party. To be honest, I am pre- 
tty much in the dark about the act- 
ual contents of nearly all this 
•week's programmes, but one sure 
point in a changing world is Cha- 
nce hi A MBBoo, Sunday's com- 
edy. (Now you know the state of 
t h i n gs, when the particular style of 
anarchy brought about by Tom 
can be described as stability). This 
week’s episode is called “ winning 
Streak,” and is all about Tom's 
amazing tuck in any and every 
competition that he enters, and 
even some that he doesn't A pre- 
mature arrival of the new cycle 


occurs on Monday, with the first 
episode of Bottle Boys, a comedy 
about milkm an. Robin Askwitb 
stars as milkman Dave Deacon, 
who has lots of fun and games with 
the rest of the depot, amongst 
whim are Joe, who brags con- 
tinually about his prowess as a lad- 
ies man; Jock, a drunken Scot; 
Billy, a man of very little brain, 
Stan, the poor put-upon boss, and 
Sharon, his gorgeous and sexy sec- 
retary. Commentis reserved. Tue- 
sday continues with That’s My 
Boy, and all that can be said about 
this is that you either like Molly 
Sugden, or you don’t Three's 
Company romps along, at least for 
a few weeks more, on Wednesday, 
as does Emergency Room on Thu- 
rsday and Sara on Friday. 

Documentaries and detectives 

Aotomania still has a few more 
weeks to go, and tonight's episode 
is called “Transports Of Delight.” 
The car has been a source of ins- 
piration to artists, writers, mus- 
icians and film makers since its 
earliest days, and this programme 
explores the role of the car in pop- 
ular culture. No other medium has 
influenced people’s attitude tow- 
ards the car than the cinema, and 
this episode looks at those films in 
which the entire storyline was 
built around the car, (The Yellow 
Rolls Royce, Tie Great Race, 
Genevieve, etc.) to more modem 
examples such as Mad Max. Also 
investigated are the thousands of 
songs spawned by tbe industry, 
immense private collections of 
“motoring memorabilia” and 
some lunatic who has covered his 
car in living grass! Tomorrow con- 
tinues with Vista, and an episode 
entitled “Fuel For The Future”, 
which seems fairly self- 
explanatory. It examines alt- 
ernative energy sources such as 
the son, wind, water and, would 
you believe it, garbage. On Mon- 
day you can watch the second and 
final part of the David Lean pro- 
file, whilst on Wednesday Con- 


nections wings in yet again with 
“Eat, Drink, And be Merry.” (I 
know, I know, this should have 
been last week, but a last-minute 
decision substituted “Yes, Min- 
ister” instead. Since this is the sea- 
son of goodwill to all men and all 
that, I will say nothing!). So much 
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for documentaries. 

Now, for all you detective fans, 1 
have some rather depressing 
news... Monday has Murder, She 
Wrote, and that, my hearties, is 
your lot. At least for this week 
anyway. A bit rough, starting off 
1986 with a nostalgic yearning for 
all the Bergeracs, Miss Marpies, 
Magnums et al of yesteryear. But 
then again, all good thing s must 
come to an end, and you must 
admit that you had h pretty good 
in 1985, two whole series of P.D. 
James for heaven's sake, to say 
nothing of Widows or even Rem- 
ington Steele; also, it is only fair to 
remember that not everyone enj- 
oys stabbings. shootings, and 
blunt instruments, and they are 
about to get their revenge, in the 
form of a massive overdose of: 

Dr ama 

Tomorrow we can all bid a fond 
farewell to Love Boat, sailing off 
into the sunset for at least the for- 
eseeable future. Whether this is 
actually drama is a moot point but 
honestly, you ain’t seen nothing 
yet. Apart from the imminent arr- 
ival of Dallas, (yes, you heard me 
right: Dallas) this Wednesday 
starts a new series of Falcon Crest. 
I must admit that this is a pro- 
gramme that I studiously avoided 
in my youth, but it’s a sort of Dal- 
las Iookalike. with the same sort of 
characters, identical bleached 
peroxide wigs, and twanging nasal 
accents. As for Thursday, well 
then you can thrill to an Ant- 
ipodean cousin of J.R. and gang, 
with Return To Eden. Just listen to 
the blurb: “Return to the power, 
the passion .... the glamour ... ret- 
urn to romance, adventure, exci- 
tement ... Return to the story of 
love, betrayal, and revenge ... 
Return to Eden ... the story con- 
tinues.” Gosh, golly, I simply can ’ t 
wait. But wait, there is more: 
“ Return To Eden is the saga of the 
Harper family and their battle to 
preserve their empire against 
those who wish to destroy them. 
Stephanie Harper, now tbe ric- 
hest, most powerful woman in 


i Continued from page I) 
achieve recognition of the PLO, 
instead cf patting pressure on it?” 
he added. 

Peres: ‘Air of peace' 

Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres said Thursday a new air of 
peace was blowing in the Middle 
East. Peres, was speaking at a rec- 
eption in Bethlehem as thousands 
of Christians gathered in Manger 
Square to sing cards and celebrate 
midnight mass at St. Catherine’s 
Basilica next to the Church of the 
Nativity, said: 

"There is an air of peace now 
blowing in our region, let us learn 
to breathe it properly/* 

The annual party, given by Bet- 
hlehem Nlayor Elias Freij, also 
attended by Israeli Defence Min- 
ister Yitzhak Rabin and two other 
cabinet officials, provided a rare 
chance for Israeli and West Bank 
leaders to talk informally. 

Arafat condemns killing 

Mr. Arafat, in a message pub- 
lished on Thursday strongly con- 
demned the {tilling of a Palestinian 
journalist in the occupied West 
Bank last week. 

In a message he sent to U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cudlar. Mr. Arafat described the 
murder of Hassan Abdul Halim as 
latest example of Israel's “org- 
anised Terrorist campaign to opp- 
ress the Palestinian people.” 

The PLO leader called on the 
international community to “con- 
demn the* crime and work towards 
protecting the Palestinians from 
the Zkxusx terrorist campaign.” 

The last investigative story of 
tbe Palestinian journalist whose 

body was found last week was pub- 


Amman 


fished on Friday by his newspaper 
with a note in which he asked that 
the article not be signed. 

Abdul Halim, 36, of the East 
Jerusalem daily Al Fajr, was inv- 
estigating fraudulent land pp- 
chases on the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and colleagues say he 
was killed because of his dis- 
coveries. 

In' other developments in the 
occupied territories, an Israeli 
spokesman said two Palestinian 
prisoners were killed by their cel- 
lmates in the occupied Gaza Strip 
because they collaborated with 
the Israeli authorities. 

According to a statement by tbe 
prison authority spokesman, the 
two prisoners were chokked to 
death by some of the 1 8 other cel- 
lmates. ' 

The murdered inmates were 
identified as Sami Musa Abu 
Homed and Zakir Mohammad 
*Azal, both 19 years old. 

Several resistance attacks aga- 
inst the Israeli authorities in the 


occupied territories were reported 
in the last three days. 

A bomb exploded* Thursday 
opposite Tel Aviv’s city hall, no 
one was injured, police said. 

Israeli television said the bomb 
attack was the first for several 
years in the centre of Tel Aviv. 

Police closed off the busy street 
for 40 minutes, and televirion said 
several Arabs working in the area 
were detained 

A small bomb exploded in a 
central square of the town of 
Afula on Wednesday but caused 
no injuries, Israeli police said. 

It was die seventh bomb in rec- 
ent months in the Galilee town, 
which was the flashpoint of anti- 
Arab demonstrations last sum- 
mer. 

The Kuwaiti newspaper Al 
Anba’a reported on Thursday that 
Mr. Arafat has set up a new mil- 
itary wing of his mainlin e group 
Fateh, an underground org- 
anisation operating against Israeli 
occupation forces in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. 


Oting an unidentified Fateh off- 
icial, the paper said the new org- 
anisation is called Al Wathiqoon 
(the Confident Men), and has 
been using “whatever weapons 
available to them within the occ- 
upied territory." 

These, it said, include light 
arms, explosives and knives. 

“The new organisation was cre- 
ated last February, when it blew 
up the Jerusalem- Herzliya rai- 
lway,” the paper quoted the off- 
icial as saying. 

It said that Mr. Arafat thought 
of assembling and launching Al 
Wathiqoon “immediately after 
the (Palestinians) ouster from 
Lebanon” in the summer of 1982, 
when Israel invaded Lebanon. 

“Arafat was then bent on see- 
king means of escalating armed 
resistance (against Israel) within 
the occupied territory,” the Fateh 
official told the paper. “Tbe new 
organisation will be formally lau- 
nched on Jan. 1, 1986, to mark the 
21st anniversary of Fateh.” 


Syria says Israel escalating tension 


indifferent to Israel's threats and 
provocations.” 

Al Baath, newspaper of Syria’s 
cope with this problem... we con- ruling Arab Socialist Baath Party, 
tinue our over Lebanon.” said Israel's threats were aimed at' 
Western diplomats spoke of creating a crisis in the region “ to 


(Continued from page i) 
ways, means and time of how to 


mou nting concern that the mis- 
siles would spark a confrontation 
and said the United States was 
deeply involved in efforts to def- 
use too tension. 

The Syrian government new- 
spaper Tishrin said on Friday rec- 
ent Israeli threats “will in no way 
affect Syria's efforts aimed at ach- 
ieving reconciliation in Lebanon— 
reconc iliation efforts are - esc- 
alating, which means that Syria is 


make easier its strike against Leb- 
anese unity and weaken the Syrian 
stand." 

Israeli Deputy Premier David 
Levy told reporters Friday that 
Syria “should not interpret Israeli 
restraint as weakness” Aides said 
Fore ign Minster Yitzhak Shamir 
had . told a visiting US.' con- 
gressman the missiles posed a 
“serious problem.” 

The SA-2s were deployed after 


Israel said it shot down two Syrian 
MiGs on Nov. 19.' 

Israel contends it must carry out 
surveillance flights to monitor 
Palestinian movements in the 
Syrian-controlled Bekaa Valley. 
It has depicted the missiles as a 
challenge to Israel's “freedom” to 
patrol Lebanese skies. 

The latest missile buildup 
comes against a background of 
Israeli concern over budget cuts 
that are weakening Israel's mil- 
itary capability . Rabin told a gat- 
hering of war veterans on Thu- 
rsday the public did not und- 
erstand how damaging the cuts 
had been. 


Australia, is suddenly threatened 
by dark forces from her past and 
must fight to save all she has str- 
uggled for. Return To Eden exc- 
ites with the intrigue of int- 
ernational high finance and sizzles 
with the intensity of a love that will 
overcome all obstacles.” You 
have been warned. 

As if all that was not enough, 
there is also The Far Pavilions on 
Friday. At least this has a fairly 
pronusing cast. Ben Cross, (Cha- 
riots of Fire), Omar Sharif, Sir 
John Gielgud. Christopher Lee. 
and Rossano Brazzi. It is ako ada- 
pted from tbe very successful and 
popular novel by M.M.Kaye. But 
iisten to the blurb again: “It is a 
passionate and haunting love story 
set in the India of the British Raj 
against the spectacular and epic 
sweep of battle, treachery and int- 
rigue.” I am beginning to get the 
very nasty impression that we are 
in for a particularly brutal winter, 
and that JTV is trying to comfort 
us with all these steamy, pas- 
sionate series. 

Which only leaves me to tell you 
about The Brief, a thirteen part 
series for Fridays. It is a powerful 
adult drama about a globe- 
trotting international trial lawyer 


at tbe crossroads of his life, torn in 
a complicated love quadrangle. It 
is a story of today, about today’s 
people facing today’s problems of 
shattered marriages, divided loy- 
alties, sexual ambivalence and 
families under threat. (On second 
thoughts, probably the worst win- 
ter in living memory!). The story 
lines are played out against the 
authentic background of today's 
political and social tensions in 
Europe, the polarisation of East 
and West, the eruption of the 
Green (ecology) movement and 
the peace protestors. Episode one 
starts when the hero, Lucas Hel- 
lier, has to take over a case in West 
Germany because his colleague 
who was handling the case has suf- 
fered a heart-attack. The case inv- 
olves the defence of an army cor- 
poral, facing court-martial after 
going missing for three months 
and then being arrested in East 
Germany. 

Feature films 

Your usual three this week, but 
I only know about tonights, which 
stars Joh Travolta, as The Boy In 
The Plastic Bubble. If my memory 
serves me well, it’s one of those 



Ray Lonnen in tbe role of Lucas Heliier in tbe brief, every Friday at 
10:20 


cheery tales about a young man 
who is susceptible to any and all 
germs and in order to stay alive 
has to live in the germ-free atm- 
osphere of a polythene bag. which 
is pretty depressing, but at least he 
won’t be able to dance. Tuesday 
and Thursday’s offerings are mys- 
teries. 


So, that's it for now folks: at 
present, a fairly confused state of 
affairs, but I fondly believe that by 
next Saturday some sense and 
order will prevail, and that the 
new cycle can he examined with all 
the strength and hope that every 
new year brings. May yours be a 
very happy one. 


Makethe right connections 
at Queen Alia International Airport, 




Fly Alia to Jordan for your ideal . 
connection -between -the Middle 
East and the jest of the world. 
Touch down to a traditionally 
warm Jordanian welcome at 
Queen Alia International Airport. 
Amman's gleamingly modern 
gateway of the Middle East. 

Relax there in courtesy 
lounges, both first and business 
class. Enjoy the best of duty- free 
shopping. Grab a quick snack 
or linger over a gourmet meal 
in first-class restaurants. 

Queen Alia International 
Airport also opens you up to 
a fascinatingly different tourist 
alternative - Jordan, a land 
whose rich past and exciting 
future are vividly on display. 

Stay a few days and discover 
ancient cities, desert palaces 
and modern resorts - all 
within a brief hour or two's 
reach of your onward flight by 
Alia, your direct link to 40 cities 
on four continents. 

Discover the 

Royal World of Alia. 




Alia: The Royal Jordanian Airline 
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LONDON (R) — English soccer league leaders 
Manchester United and Liverpool, both of whom 
can ill-afford any further slip-ups, face hazardous 
assignments away from home Saturday. 


United, four points dear at the 
top but beaten in their last two 
outings, play Newcastle while 
Liverpool have to tackle a Not- 
tingham Forest side which, though 
infuriatingly inconsistent, remain 
one of the hardest teams to beat in 
the First Division. 

Liverpool have taken just one' 
point out of a possible nine in their 
last three games and it was pro- 
bably a hint of things to come 
when player-manager Kenny 
Dalglish came on as substitute 
seconds after Clive Wilson scored 


the winner for Manchester Gty 
Thursday. 

Dalglish replaced Paul Walsh 
and is likely to play from the start 
at Forest in the hope that his rea- 
ppearance will coindde with the 
return to form of Ian Rush whose 
goal supply has suddenly dried up. - 

United also slipped Thursday, 
going down 3-1 at Everton, and 
manager Ron Atkinson may axe 
England number two goalkeeper 
Gary Bailey. 

Atkinson, who couid not hide 
his anger after the defeat at Goo- 


dison, said: “Everton played well, 
but we simply did not defend... 
and I include the goalkeeper in 
that.” 

Everton's victory took them to 
within six points of United and the 
champions should maintain their 
recent good run against visiting 
Sheffield Wednesday. 

On paper, Chelsea pose the big- 
gest threat to the leaders at the 
moment for although they are five 
points adrift the Londoners have a 
game in band. 

Should they manage to take full 
points off Tottenham in the 
raatch-of-the-day at Stamford 
Bridge. Chelsea will emerge as 
serious contenders to become the 
first London dub co lift the cha- 
mpionship since Arsenal in 1971. 


Kratzmann sweeps Scanlon aside 


MELBOURNE (R) - Aus- 
tralia's Mark Kratzmann con- 
tinued to defy his critics Friday 
after beating American Bill Sca- 
nlon to sweep into the semifinals 
of the 575.000 Victorian Open 
tennis tournament. 

Kratzmann, 19. brushed aside 
Scanlon on the comeback trail 
after a knee injury, in straight sets' 
6-3, 6-4. 

Fbrmer Australian Open cha- 
mpion Mark Edmondson showed 


a long awaited return to singles 
form as he battled past South Aus- 
tralian Open champion Eddie 
Edwards of South Africa. 

Edmondson outlasted Edwards 
6-3. 3-6. 7-5 and now faces Ame- 
rican Jonathan Canter who had 
few problems in his 6-2. 6-3 
quarter-final win over South Aus- 
tralian Brod Dyke. 

In the other semifinal Kratzraan 
will take on another Austrian. 
Peter Doohan, who defeated 


little-known South African Mic- 
hael Robertson 7-5, 6-1. 

Kratzmann said after his victory 
he felt the pressure had been lifted 
from him after a string of poor 
performances since joining the 
senior ranks. 

“That's the best I've played,” 
the former world number one jun- 
ior said. “I have't been confident 
on any of my volleys but I've sta- 
rted to serve better and the volleys 
have become easier.” 


Becker calls for Bungert to be fired 


BONN (R) - Wimbledon cha- 
mpion Boris Becker Friday called 
for Wilhelm Bungert to be fired as 
captain of the West German Davis 
Cup team and replaced by his per- 
sonal trainer Guenther Bosch. 

In an interview with the mass- 
ci/ruiation Bild newspaper Bec- 
ker, IS, said Bungert had proved 
of little help to the players in West 
Germany s 3-2 defeat against 
Sweden in last weekend's Davis 
Cup final in Munich. 

Becker, who won both his sin- 
gles, said: “Bungert was a player. 


Bosch is a trainer. There is a world 
of difference between trainers and 
players... Bosch sees things that 
you as a player do not see*!** 

The teenager said Bosch could 
have helped West Germany's sec- 
ond singles player Michael Wes- 
tphal beat Sweden's Stefan Edb- 
erg in Sundays decisive final . 

“Michael was alone. Enc- 
ouragements like ‘come on. keep 
trying, stay calm, you'll do if are 
no use. My grandmother could do 
that,” Becker said. 

“I hope Bungert does not feel 


attacked as a person. He is a good 
man. But he does not fit in with 
our tennis of today,” be said. 

Bungert told BQd he did not 
hold Becker' s remarks against the 
player and believed he was ‘only a 
mouthpiece for the men behind 
hint.* 

He said he understood more 
than Bosch how a player felt in 
critical situations. He planned to 
discuss Becker's comments with 
national tennis officials and would 
not stay in the post if he was no 
longer wanted. 


Survey names U.S. as top athletics nation 


PARIS (R) —The United States 
replaced the Soviet Union as the 
world's top athletics nation this 
year, according to a survey pub- 
lished Thursday by the French 


sports magazine TEquipe. 

A table published Wednesday 
put the American men in first 
place for the 1 1th year in a row 


while an analysis Thursday sho- 
wed the Russian women first 
ahead of East Germany with the 
United States third- 




Andreas Thiel, West Germany’s top goal keeper at the Handball Super Cup, defends his goal 
played in Dortmund recently (Photo INP/Nordert Schmidt) 


linst a Czech attack during a match 


Bubka named 
top Soviet 

sportsman 


MOSCOW (R) — Pole vault 
world record holder Sergei Bubka 
was Friday named Soviet spo- 
rtsman of the year ahead of new 
world chess champion Garry Kas- 
parov. 

A poll of Soviet sports writers 
put high jump world record holder 
Igor Paktin in third place ahead of 
gymnast Yuri Korolyov. 


Kuwait wins 
police volleyball 


ABU DHABI (R) — Kuwait beat 
Algeria 3-1 to win the second 
Arab Police Volleyball Cha- 
mpionship here Thursday. Bah- 
rain took third place with a 3-0 
win over the United Arab Emi- 
rates. 

Police teams from 1 1 Arab for- 
ces took part in the week-long 
championship. 


South Korea 
to build tower 
for Olympics 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea will 
build a huge tower to com- 
memorate hosting the 1988 Oly- 
mpics in Seoul, city officials said. 

The tower, to be completed by 
June 1 988 at a cost of about S 1 1 .2 
million, will be 91 metres high, 
140 metres wide and 75 metres 
long. 


Apollo revels in rough conditions 


SYDNEY (R) — Australian yacht 
Apollo left the 1985 Sydney- 
Hobart fleet for dead Friday, rev- 
elling in the heavy conditions 
which have already accounted for 
21 boats. 

The giant green-hulled maxi, 
skippered by Warwich Rooklyn, 
was at least five miles ahead of 
fellow Australian Ragamuffin 
powering into the Bass Strait on 
the second day of the 630-mile 
race. 

Victorian sloop Spirit of Que- 
ensland was lying third, followed 
by another Australian yacht. 
Windward Passage. 

New South Wales sloop Sag- 
acious was leading the race on cor- 


rected times ahead of Drake's 
Prayer and Britain's Highland 
Fling. 

Sagacious has an experienced 
crew including two helmsmen 
from last year's Hobart winner 
Indian Pacific, Steve Kulmar and 
Don Jacobs. 


The surprise casualty in Friday's 
growing list of retirements was 
Britain's leading southern Cross 
Cup team boat. Panda. 

The race, which began Thu- 
rsday with 179 yachts crossing the 
starting line, is expected to end on 
Sunday. 

The nine-man crew of the Aus- 
tralian yacht Argus were reported 


safe early Friday after their 
12. 1-metre sloop began sinking 
off the New South Wales south 
coast late Thursday night. 

The Argus split its timber hull in 
rough seas 30 miles east of Mon- 
tagu Island and radioed for ass- 
istance saying the crew .night have 
to take to the liferaft. 

"Race officials directed the 
25.000 tonne tanker Paladuna to 
the yacht’s assistance within an 
hour. 

A further radio call said the 
Argus' crew had stemmed the inf- 
low and that they were confident 
of getting the yacht to a port safely 
under tow. 


Spurs force back L. A. Lakers 


NEW YORK (AP) — The San 
Antonio Spurs on Thursday han- 
ded Los Angeles Lakers only their 
fourth loss in 28 National Bas- 
ketball Association (NBA) 
games. 109-91. 

' The Spurs took a 51-39 hal- 
ftime lead and : coasted the- rest of 
the way against the defending 
NBA champions as forward Steve 
Johnson scored 26 points and 
seldom-used guard Jon Sundvold 
added 18. 

Elsewhere, it was New Jersey 
124, Detroit 116; New York 113, 
Chicago 96; Milwaukee 105, InJ- 
iana 87; Houston 106, Utah 99; 
Dallas 105, Phoenix 98; Golden 
State 131. Sacra .nento 121; and 
Philadelphia 117, Los Angeles 
Clippers 108. 


Nets 124, Pistons 116 


New Jersey continued to roJJ. 
winning its fifth straight game and 
ninth in its last 10 outings behind 
the strong play of Buck Williams. 
The power forward scored 14 of 
his 26 points as New Jersey out- 
scored Detroit 39-1 8 during an 1 1 
minute span of the first half. 


Lewis Lloyd spearheaded a 10-0 
fourth-quarter run that saw the 
Rockets turn an 87-80 deficit into 
a 90-87 advantage. Lloyd scored 
six of his 21 points during the 
spree, and the Rockets never tra- 
iled agstiou Utah was led bx Adrian 
Duntley with 35 points. • 


Backs 105, Facers 87 


Knicks 113. Bolls 96 


New York played without roo- 
kie centre Patrick Ewing, but still 
beat Chicago for its fourth straight 
victory as Pat Cummings scored 
22 points. Ewing, who sustained a 
slightly sprained knee Wed- 
nesday. did not accompany the 
team to Chicago. Chicago's Geo- 
rge Gervin led all scorers with 30 
points. 


Paul Pressey scored 22 points 
for Milwaukee, which beat Ind- 
iana despite the loss of star guard 
Sidney Moncriff. who was kicked 
in the knee during practice Thu- 
rsday. 


4a ve ricks 105, Suns 98 


SEMI-VILLA 
(Furnished or 


FOR RENT 
unfurnished) 


Consisting of two bedrooms, dining room, guest room, sitting room, 
veranda, two bathrooms, large kitchen, separate garden, garage, 
telephone, central heating. 


Location: Western Shmeisani 
Annual rent (furnished) JD 3j000 
(unfurnished) JD 2,600 

Pit. cad 664250 from 8-11 am and from 2:00 - 5410 pm. 


Rockets 106, Jazz 99 


Houston’s 14-game home win- 
ning streak was in jeopardy until 


Mark Aguirre, playing for the 
first time after a two-game sus- 
pension. scored 24 points and 
Dale Ellis scored 13 of his 17 as 
Dallas ralliedin the fourth quarter 
against Phoenix. Larry Nance sco- 
red 33 points for the Suns. 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT IN SHMEISANI 


1- One bedroom, salon, kitchen, bathroom, with small gar- 
den, and telephone. 


2- Two bedrooms, dining room, salon, kitchen, bathroom, 
special garage, and special small garden with telephone. 


3- Three bedrooms, salon, kitchen, bathroom, veranda, with 
telephone. 


Pis call telephone 668283 


* * * 


GIFT FOR THE NEW YEAR 


* * # 


The Jordan National Lottery invites you to win and 
participate in the welfare of the poor, needy and cri- 
ppled 


The Largest Single Prize in Jordan Ever.. 
* * * JD 40,000 (Forty Thousand) * * * 


Prizes allocated total JD 96,000 (Ninty Six Thousand)! 
Tickets are available with the vendors, and at the hea- 
dquarters of the General Union of Voluntary Societies, 
Jabal Luweibdeh, tel: 630398 


Don’t miss this great opportunity, 
Be one of the winners!!!! 


Results of the lottery will be issued on 1st January 1986 

Jordan Welfare Lottery 


FOREIGNER 


is seeking well-furnished one- bed room-apartment 
(central heating, telephone) in Irbid. 


Please call K. Schiffer 
C/o Hotel Razi, Irbid 75515 

after 4 p.m. 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 


Conslstsof throa bad rooms. Iking and dining rooms, sitting room, maid room, study 
kUOian, 4 rooms, central sealing, garaje. 


For more In formation please contact TaL 810764 
Thursday be frwo n 1500 hr. and 1700, 

Friday batman 0900 bund 1800. 

Location Ome k opiack Bahamas. 


denounces 

rematch 
as nonsense 


MOSCOW {AP} - 
Gam 


champion G&rri Kdsparovsaid 
Friday it k nonsense feat be orb* 
play his co mpatri ot and rival Ai la- 
tely Karpov again for the world 
chess crown in February. 

Kasparov, who captured 8 m 
tide from Karpov Nov. 9 utter a 
24-garae- struggle, critiefeeri fee 
World Qsesx Moderation (tide) 
for changing the rates of the world 
championship three tines in five 
years. . 


Kasparov says be fe so critic fif 
communist system 


In an interview wife fee official 
news agency TAS5. ht strewed, 
however, feat he it no JbftkJem 
and attacked what be called pro- 
vocative attempts in the Weft to 
paint him as a critic of the com- 
munist .system.. .. 

Kasparov, who has just beaten 
Dutch player Jan Timmafl 4-2 in 
an exhibition match hi the. Net- 
herlands. said the exhaustion that 
results from the prolonged str- 
uggle between himself and Kar- 
pov might open the way for Ten- 
man to- break the Soviet hold on 
the world tide. 

The Dutchman is fee only 
non-Soviet left in the challenge 
matches for the workl chess 
crown. 

Kasparov, 22 and Karpov, 34. 
began their long buttle over the 
chess crown in September 1984. 
Their unlimited match was sto- 
pped after an unprecedented 48 
games with Karpov leading 5-3. 

Fide President Florcntio Cam- 
po manes, a dose friend of Kar- 
pov's, halted the match because he 
said everyone was exhausted and 
ordered It restarted m September 
wife a 0-0 score and a 24-game 
limit. 

Kasparov, who had seemed to 

• - . __ 1 / - 


be griming on Karpov when {day 


was stopped, bitterly attack* 
decision. 

Kasparov triumphed 1 3-1 1 in 
fee series started in September, 
but under new Fkle rules for the 
match, Karpov had the right to a 
rematch within six inontiis if he 
lost ids title. 

On Dec.5. Karpov said he wan- 
ted the rematch', scheduled to run 
from Feb. -H> threugh April. 21 . 
Fide has received bids from Lon- 
don and Leningrad to ;ict as hosts, 
but a venue has not been ann- 
ounced. 

Kasparov had made no public 
comment on Karpov’s decision 
until Friday, when TASS said he 
was interviewed in Bonn, West 
Germany. 

“As up till now. I consider the 
rematch a nonsense.” Kasparov 
was quoted as saying. “The pre- 
vious Kasparov- Karpov match 
was interrupted, it was said, by 
humane notions. But one can har- 
dly call it a successful decision to 
carry out one more match in three 
months... and after it. one more 
match at the end of 1986.” 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 

Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque 
for lunch FRIDAY 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 
Open daily 

!2:O0 noon - 3:30 pjn. 

6:30 p.m. - \fklnigfu 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 


1st Circle, Jabal Amman , 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take any is 


Open daily 12:00-3 :30p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 
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Astrologist reads currencies’ movements, Athens waters down socialism 
world economic fluctuations in the stars Ji-stssssiissi ssKtlsss 


FRANKFURT .(R) -The app- 
roach of 1986 has brought the 
^lalrashcrfecooomkprecfictions 

for the new year, bat one maw js 
teffing investors to forget graphs 
and growth curves. The future erf 
the dol lar an d Wall Street is, he 
insists, written in the stars. 

Mr. Hans Gerhard 1^ is a 
corporate adviser to firms in a prl 
around West Germany’s financial 
capital of Frankfort. Lflgg the 
banks and investment houses he 
advises, Mr. Lenz uses the latest 
computers and sends his clients a 
regular stock market letter. 

But the movements of Plato, 
Mars and Venus are of more int- 
erest to him than predictions for 
gross national product Now the 
41 -year-old astrologer has unv- 
eiled to Frankfurt’S financial jou- 
rnalists what 1986 has in store. 

The West German stock market 
will continue this year’s record 
ree, although share prices will fall 
back in the months of April, July 
and August. 

The dollar is headed for a Call. 


The reason? “’a: .exjunction of 
Uranus in the- ascendant with 
Venus, Pluto and Maxs.” 1 

Wall Street is also due for a- 
setback, says Mr. Lenz. Cynics 
might argue that this is to be exp- 
ected, given die almost uni- 
nterrupted rise of the New York 
exchanges this year. 

But Mr. Lenz has no time for 
cynics. “About 85 per cent of my 
predictions turn out to be cor- 
rect,” 1 lie told Reuters. Sun spots 
and the signs of the Zodiac not 
only influence die fate of ind- 
ividuals, he says, but also that of 
-countries, firms, stock markets 
and currencies. 

Astrology dictates that the hour 
of birth holds the key to man’s 
fate. Mr. Lenz bases his pre- 
dictions on , the hour in which a 
firm is founded or a currency int- 
roduced. . . . _ 

Fiyinnmic star-gazing is hardly 
new. Friedrich Wilhelm Heischel, 
a native' of Hanover in northern 
Germany, decided as early as 
1801 that the price of wheat was 


linked to sun spots. 

Mr. Lenz insists that modem 
astrology has nothing to do with 
magic. First, he stores planetary 
movements in a computer. He 
then types in die date and time of 
birth — for example, the West 
German mark, bom on June 18th, 
1948, at 8 p.m. local time — and 
tile computer obliges with reams 
of analytical material. 

Mr. Lenz admits that be has to 
correct predictions sometimes, 
due to unforeseen circumstances. 

But Mr. Lenz does enjoy one 
advantage over other corporate 
advisers, who have to be insured 
against respons&flity for giving 
wrong advice. 

.“You can only be made res- 
ponsible when advice is based on 
an established economic pra- 
ctice,” he said. Since astrology is 
not a recognised form of economic 
analysis in West Germany, Mr. 
Lenz need not worry about ins-' 
urance. 

. He will not say how many cli- 
ents he has or who they are. "But I 


can’t complain about a lack of int - ' 
erest. ,,:: 

Mr. Lodz’s predictions do not 
stop in 1986. % i999, Jupiter and | 
Saturn will conspire to bring about 
a world economic collapse, pos - 1 
sibly comparable to the painful 
recession that followed the Wall 
Street crash of 1929J 

Shattering economic chang e a . 
worldwide currency re fo rms and a‘ 
shift in die imbalance of riches 
between the northern and sou- 
thern hemispheres will follow. 

Mr. Lenz’s advice is to stay in 
Europe during the crisis. 

The prospects for West German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl are har- 
dly better. Negative aspects in 
Saturn “indicate a possible end to 
his spell in office' ’ next year.. 

One Frankfort stocks dealer, 
questioned about Mr. Lenz’s 
Bourse letter, noted that even hard 
economic methods of prophecy 
often get it wrong. “ Why not?” he 
said. “The stars are as good a met- 
hod as any.” 


German Jews ask for $3m compensation 


COLOGNE, West Germany 
(AP) — Deutsche Bank, West 
Germany’s largest bank, has been 
asked for up to eight milHn n marks 


($3.1 million) in reparations for .'tsche Bank. 


German Jews, said in an interview 
with the Kodner Express daily 
that his agency made the request 
for reparations in a letter to Deu- 


the forced labour of Jews during 
the Nazi era, a German Jewish 
leader was quoted as saying Thu- 
rsday. 

Mr. Werner Nachmann, cha- 
irman of the Central Council of 


Deutsche Bank should assume 
the financial obli gat ions due to its 
purchase last month of the Flick 
Holding Company for five billion 
marks ($1.9 billion), Mr. Nac- 
hmann told the newspaper. 



FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, DEC. 28, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Early morning delays in 
getting home and property matters attended to are soon 
past, and you find that you see ways to greatly add to 
your organizing ability. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Handle the small condi- 
tions at home so that all is improved quickly. Listen to 
suggestions of kin that can be helpful to you. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Handle the errands and 
communications with others that are important today. 
This evening, enjoy a fine companion. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Go after collections and 
pay bills to the best of your ability and find yourself in 
a better position. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Study your 
reflection, in the mirror and think about how to improve' 
your appearance. Have fun this evening. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Get busy at private affairs 
and they are soon behind you. Make the evening a very 
dramatic one. Drive with care. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) A good day to buy the 
articles that you need, but be sure to get them at the 
right places. A person of experience can be of help. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22) Complete some career 
work and be out in the public early. Not a good day to 
ask favors of bigwigs at this time. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) A fine day to get into 
all kinds of periodicals that win give you the date you 
need. You can find the articles you want the most 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Study the pro- 
mises you have made and get busy keeping them 
scrupulously. Make sure you drive carefully. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) An associate could 
handle a situation in a businesslike way and make things' 
much better. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Get into those duties 
which can make your surroundings in top-top condition 
and be most efficient about it. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Early arrange recreations 
with good friends and make this a happy time. Be more, 
sure of yourself and get far better results. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be very interested in romance and faxnfly affairs. One - 
who win do well as a partner in business, finances or 
psychiatry so give as fine an education as you can. There 
will be much eagerness to help others. Don’t let a fear 
of being without become an- obsession. 


THE Daily Crossword by Margaret v. Judah 


ACROSS 
1 Famous gMf 
S Map within 
a map 

TO Famous mottwr 

14 Mngto-manBla 

15 SaolA 

IS Rosa's beau 

17 Hanoi rooms 

18 Boayworitor 
10 Caalor*a 

mothar 
20 Morass 
2fl —Paulo 
22 dote 
24 SoslA 

28 MakspuMe 

29 Church 
smployM 
part»na_ 


■ of gift*. 

36 Plano adjuster 

37 SUcky stuff . 

38 Daptemd ■ 

39 Spirit* shrill* 

40 UgftMddaidy 

41 Whaslpart 

42 ftwoma- 
man te p art i aps 

43 Crowd 

44 OMtoet' 

48 BBT* partner 
47 3aAto1SA 
62 Famous towar 

56 Jkhis symbol 
54 Pool hafl Item 

57 SuWator ; 

gtflgtmr* 

» Ham tiro 

-temadtfvan 
■/ ■ otgtfta 
Antitoxins 

Unmet 

MMdatfBtdm 


UOatarfon 

■wsr 



eisas Tittun* IMA* Santas. Inc. 
ah Mgtua Rnafwd 


5 Injure 

6 Bristle 
material 

7 —Uutka 

8 Baton 

9 Crowded 

10 Actor Kail 

11 Cain’s vlettn 

12 Baajockay 

13 AffWmatfwa 
21 AspanKsm* 
23 Otedaffidga* 

25 Of step*: shbr. 

26 Short thyme 

27 Eagles 

30 Stravinsky 

31 Auctioned* 

amid 

32 tOndafbafl 

33 Shock* 

34 Author Wlesal 

35 “ * 


□fiqo annfiR maraa 
rcnmn nmou aann 
nnnn □□□□□ naniRi 
BCinnEBHSJCinni naa 
Baa aRaifiiaa 
Hraaanaaa cjciijh 
an h unono □□□na 
nnaa aarann ranaa 
naana aaciBB aan 
prana ranramrararara 
□raraanrara aara 
□an raorararanrannnni 
anna □raaan naan 
□ana Banna anara 

BBRB aRBBEI OBBUI 


Flick and other corporate giants 
in Nazi Germany allegedly were 
allowed to requisition Jews' and 
other non-Germans to work in 
factories as “slave labourers” dur- 
ing World War EL The workers 
were not paid and were treated as 
prisoners. 

The Cologne newspaper quoted 
Mr. Nachmann as saying his group 
sought to open negotiations with 
Deutsche Bank for between six 
min in n mar ks ($2.4 million) and 
eight millio n marks in reparations 
for the forced labour. 

Mr. Nachmann sakl “this is not 
a question of a lawsuit,’' butrather 
a "moral appeal .’’according to the 
Express. 

The sum of money in question 
“is a trifle, when one thinks of the 
bU Eons in profits (gained) through 
the purchase of the concern 
(Flick),” the newspaper quoted 


G.M., Ford offer lower 
financing to boost sales 


CHICAGO (R) — The two lar- 
gest US. carmakers. General 
Motors -(G.M:) and Ford, worried 
by an over-supply of vehicles, are 
expanding cut-rate financin g for 
buyers from Friday. 

Both firms said Thursday they 
would lower interest rates on car 
loans to an annual 7.9 per cent on 
selected popular models. Ana- 
lysts, who had expected GJM.’s 
move because its inventories are 
well above the 60 to 65 day’s sup- 
ply favoured by the industry, sard 
they now expect Chrysler to fol- 
low suit. 


The moves expand an 8 5 per interest rate of between 13 and 14 
cent incentive programme begun per cent, and the average on car 


about a month ago by G.M. on 20 
per cent of its cars, and a 7.9 per 


loans by banks is about 12.4 per 
cent. 


Turkish Airlines to expand flights 

ISTANBUL (R) —Turkish airlines will begin flights to Bahrain and 
Singapore in 1986, an airline spokesman said Thursday. He said all 
necessary agreements had been signed, but declined to reveal exactly 
Mien the flights would start The airline already flies to Kuwait and 
file United Arab Emirates in the Gulf. 


Peanuts 


HEV, KIP-PIP WU 
EVS? THINK ABOUT 
SANTA CLAU5 / 

HAVING A i 

^CORONAW I? 

I~5ee I /^?S> 


r A 
WHAT? 


WHEN YOU SETUP 
THERE TO TALK TO/ 
HIM, CHECK HIS \ 
EAR LOBE5._ . 


' PO > 
WHAT?J 


Mutt c n’ Jeff 


ATHENS (R) —Besieged by an economic crisis after 
more than four years of rule, Greek Prime Master 
Andreas Papandreoa is watering down bis soc- 
ialism in domestic and foreign policies. 


At home he is depending on 
private enterprise, once reviled by 
nis government, to help pull Gre- 
ece out of recession. 

On foreign issues, the prime 
minister has also softened his sta- 
nce. Elected on an anti-NATO 
and anti-Western platform, he has 
now abandoned plans to quit 
NATO and improved relations 
with the United States. 

Diplomats say better relations 
with Washington should help Mr. 
Papandreoa seek support from 
the West to overcome an eco- 
nomic situation which b B<: pro- 
mpted tough Greek austerity 


measures. 

Two months ago Mr. Pap- 
andreou announced a plan to cut 
die balance of payments deficit 
from a record $3 billion this year 
to S1.7 billion in 1986. He also 
wants to reduce the rate of inf- 
latkm from about 25 to 16 percent 
by next year. 

The European Community 
provided Greece with a soft loan 
of 1.75 hilKnn European Currency 
Units (ECU) ($1.5 billion) last 
month to help balance of pay- 
ments problems, on condition that 
it met the inflation targets it has 
set. 


Mr. Papandreou has pledged to 
stick to belt-tightening policies, 
which include a 15-per cent dev- 
aluation of the drachma against 
major currencies and a two-year 
freeze on pay rises. 

The move triggered sharp cri- 
ticism and strikes from the 
m mmnnk l- flr«n ma ted trade uni- 
ons. 

Mr. Papandreou also promised 
.to slash a public debt estiamted to 
reach $16 billion this year. 

He indica t ed that he is counting 
on private enterprise to help beat 
the crisis. 

Defending his government's 
budget in parliament last week, 
Mr. Papandreou said he believed 
the private sector was important 
to eventual economic revival. 

“It is a midsummer night’s 


dream to think that today the pub^ 
lie sector is in a position to daim 
the responsibilities of the private 
sector. We are realists,” he told 
parliament. 

Commentators said it was the 
sharpest departure yet from ide- 
ological socialism by Mr. Pap- 
andreou, first elected in 1981 cm a 
platform of widespread nat- 
ionalisation of key industries. 

The changes in domestic pol- 
icies have been mirrored by dis- 
cernible shifts in Greece’s int- 
ernational role. 

Political analysts said Mr. Pap- 
andreou' s back-pedalling from his 
rigid anti-Western stand was ref- 
lected in a recent statement in 
which be said Greece's relations 
with the United States were imp- 
roving. 


Moscow eyes Japanese technology 


Mr. Nachmann as saying. 

It quoted him as adding that 
FKck had “long ago acknowledged 
its liability’'' for the forced labour. 

Deutsche Bank officials could 
oot be contacted for comment 

On Monday, the West German 
news magazine Der Spiegel quo- 
ted Mr. Robert Kempner, a for- 
mer prosecutor at the Nazi war 
crimes trial in Nuremberg, as urg- 
ing Deutsche Bank to pay set- 
tlements for the forced labour. 

The magazine quoted Mr. 
Kempner as saying he had sent a 
letter to the bank noting that its 
purchase of Flick was a “suitable 
opportunity’ r to compensate Jews. 

Mr. Kempner said other Ger- 
man industrial concerns res- 
ponsible for forced labour had alr- 
eady made settlements to wartime 
workers or their descendants, acc- 
ording to Der Spiegel. 


TOKYO (R) — Moscow aims to 
follow a diplomatic offensive in 
Tokyo next month with a drive to 
woo Japan’s high technology firms 
into the Soviet Union after a per- 
iod of cool business ties, made 
worse by the long political freeze. 

The Soviet Union has sounded 
out Japanese industry views on 
m traducing new technology at a 
Japan industrial fair in Moscow 
next October, a spokesman for the 
Japanese Federation of Economic 
Organisation (Keidanren) said 
Thursday. 


The official fair, to be held from 
Oct. 15 to 24, will be the first big 
Japanese industrial exhibition in 
Moscow in 16 years, he said. 

It will follow the visit next Jan- 
uary of Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze for talks 
with his Japanese counterpan, 
Mr. Shin taro Abe. 

The political talks will be the 
first at this level since relations 
soured over Soviet military int- 
ervention in A fghanistan in 1979. 

In the early 70s, political moves 
prompted by then Japanese prime 


minis ter. Mr. Kakuei Tanaka, 
seemed to promise a period of 
large-scale cooperation between 
Japan and the Soviet Union to 
develop jhe wastelands of Siberia. 

The 1974 oil crisis and det- 
eriorating political ties destroyed 
prospects for such large-scale pro- 


The Soviet Union seeks Jap- 
anese technology in 14 fields, inc- 
luding micro-processors, sop- 
histicated machine tools and equ- 
ipment, robotics and advanced 
manufacturing techniques for new 


materials, such as ceramics, the 
Keidanren spokesman said. 

However, the exhibition is unl- 
ikely to provide an unexpected 
technological bazaar for Moscow. 

“Some of these items include 
very sophisticated technology 
b ann ed for export under res- 
trictions by Cocorn (the Paris- 
based Coordinating Committee 
for Trade with Communist Cou- 
ntries). 

“We will not present Coconi 
banned items. The government 
wil] reject such items for exh- 
ibition,’’ the spokesman said. 


Indians await fruits of reformations 


cent financing plan by Ford on 25 
per cent of its cars. 

The new' programmes, which 
analysts say will reduce company 
earnings in the first quarter of 
1986, are a recognition by Detroit 
that buyers have become difficult 
to entice into the showrooms 
when interest rates remain in dou- 
ble figures. 

G.M.’s new financing pro- 
gramme is available from Friday 
until Feb. 22 on models rep- 
resenting 40 per cent of its sales, 
including its most popular makes. 

Git's loans normally have an 


NEW DELHI (R) - One year 
after Mr. Rajiv Gandhfs ringing 
promise to foige a modem eco- 
nomy in the white heat of 
computer-based high technology 
India is still waiting. 

Euphoria greeted the new 
prime minis ter’s March budget 
and his plans to liberalise industry. 
It has given way to cautious opt- 
imism among businessmen, sce- 
pticism among many economists. 

Mr. Gandhi is under fire from 
several sides as he tries bo push a 
centrally-planned economy tow- 
ards the 21st century. 

Leading economists who- have 
long advocated reform criticise 
the changes as superficial and ins- 
ufficient. 

The left wing of Mr* Gandhfs 
own Congress (I) Party and many 
■opposition parties believe the ref- 
orms will expose the country to 
powerful multinational companies 
and do nothing for the 300 million 
Indians who live below the pov- 
erty line. 

Businessmen who benefited 
from cuts in personal and cor- 
porate taxes cried "foul”" when 
cheaper and better foreign imp- 
orts threatened their captive dom- 
estic markets. 


these policies,'' says businessman 
MS. Patwardhan, former pre- 
sident of the Associated Cha- 
mbers of Commerce and Industry, 
“though it will take some time to 
erase the red tape accumulated 
over nearly four decades.” 

Many businessmen say it will be 
two to three years before industry 
can judge whether Mr. Gandhfs 
strategy has worked. But some 
economists doubt if he will have 
that much time. 

‘ ’The reforms have not gone far 
enough and could therefore fail” 
said an economist close to the 
administration. “If he does not do 
more soon Gandhi will be playing 
into the hands of those in Ins party 
who never wanted liberalisation in 
the first place.” 

“All so-called liberalisation has 
done is shift the government’s 
point of control. The restrictions 
are still there if the authorities 
want to use them,” said another 
economist 


high tariff barriers and controlled 
private business by issuing man- 
ufacturing and import licences. 

Sheltered from international 
competition, industry has tended 
to become outdated and ine- 
fficient, economists said.- . Quality 
of goods is low, cost relatively 
high. The economy, ninth largest' 
in the world in the 1950s, ranks 
20th today. 

“The add test of whether Gan- 
dhfs policies are working is whe- 
ther state and private firms are 
going to go bust,” one economist 
said. “That has not happened 
yet.”' 

“If successful, these reforms 
must eliminate entry -barriers, 
local monopolies and introduce 
competition or, what is more imp- 
ortant, the threat of competition' 
in industry,” Mr. Mrinal Datta 
Gbaudhun, a Delhi university 
economist, said. 

Few economists and politicians 


lie industries like steel and textiles. 

Businessmen balked when the 
new polity threatened their int- 
erests in a field dear to Mr. Gan- 
dhfs heart — computers. 

The fanfare heralding lib- 
eralisation of computer imports 
last January struck a discordant 
note with local firms. Within just 
four months they managed to get 
controls re imposed on imports 
which threatened to wipe out the 
local computer component ind- 
ustry. 

Sensing potential dissatisfaction 
Mr. Gandhi has tried to appeal to 
all sections of the electorate, pol- 
itical analysts said. 

He promised the poor that the 
main thrust of a $273 billion five- 
year economic plan launched last 
month was the fight against pov- 
erty. 

He wooed the country’s three 
mflfion income tax payers, sla- 
shing income, company and wea- 
lth taxes and abolishing estate 


Mr. Gandhi and a small number’ policy is designed to aid private 
of reformist colleagues in the gov- industry bat in reality the gov- 


ernment seem undaunted. Every 
week they reaffirm their intention 
of overhauling inefficient public 
industries and boosting the private 
sector by cutting red tape, str- 
eamlining taxes and freeing imp- 
orts of badly needed modem equ- 
ipment. 

“I definitely see some positive 
signs in the implementation of 


economist. ■ believe Mr. Gandhi is prepared to 1th taxes and abolishing estate 

He cited a Calcutta factory pay the political price of so drastic duty. This ensured a good rec- 
permitted under the new rules to an overhaul which would cost mfl- eption for his reforms from the 
import foreign ma chiner y. But lions of jobs in inefficient ind- business community last March, 
bureaucracy won: The firm was us tries, a cut in real wages, inf- But supporters of a freer market 
not allowed to pay the foreign eng- lation and bankruptcies. economy fear his policy may fail 

ineer needed to install it. "It’s a good tiling to open the and give liberalisation and the 

. “Ostensibly the liberalisation window and give industry some whole business community a bad 
policy is designed to aid private fresh air but not if the patient dies name. They believe sections of the 
industry bat in reality the gov- of pneumonia ” said one pol- bureaucracy would welcome its 
eminent is committed tn maintain itician. failure because of the great power 

the public sector and will not let it Mr. Gandhi hopes to stimulate they enjoy under the present sys- 

be threatened,” one source said. enough growth to offset any har- tern. 

The public sector accounts for mful effects but economists such . But industry counters that the 
about 60 per cent of economic as Mr. Chaudhuri believe the ref- main obstacle to better per- 
output in India, which has fol-j orms are just not enough. He pre- formance is India's poor inf- 
lowed broadly Socialist policies, diets serious unrest among India’s, rastructure — bad com- 
since toe 1950s. 2 90- million strong workforce if municatioas, frequent power fai- 

The government built and pro- toe government relies solely on its lures, transport bottlenecks and 

tected domestic industry behind current strategy to modernise pub- administrative delays. 


eminent is committed to maintain 
toe public sector and will not let it 
be threatened,” 'one source said. 

The public sector accounts for 
about 60 per cent of economic 
output in India, which has fol-j 
lowed broadly Socialist policies, 
since toe 1950s. 

The government built and pro- 
tected domestic industry behind 


But supporters of a freer market 
economy fear his policy may fail 
and give liberalisation and the 
whole business community a bad 
name. They believe sections of the 
bureaucracy would welcome its 
failure because of the great power 
they enjoy under toe present sys- 
tem. 

But industry counters that the 
main obstacle to better per- 
formance is India’s poor inf- 
rastructure — bad com- 
munications, frequent power fai- 
lures, transport bottlenecks and 
administrative delays. 


THE BETTER HALF,. 


By Harris 


Court* lnsccMiMStKioMihc. 


A PEEP CREASE IN $ /CHECK 
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INPICATE CHANGE IN | V L0BE5 
CORONARY VESSELS... | >— JV 


PO 

WHAT?J 




I THINK I'LL Call JEFF 
AND FIND OUT HOW OUR 
ENTERPRISE iS DOING! 


% 


Andy Capp 


I knowiVea cheek, folks, 
ALWAYS ASWNGYXHO LB4D 
A HANb R3R SOMETHING rf 
OR OTHER-,—- { I 




1 jogged to the end of the driveway this 
morning . . . worst three hours of 
my life!" 


Unscramble these few Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THEY'RE A WILLING PAIR . 
SHE'S ALWAYS WILLING . 
w ID VOLUNTEER 
ANE> HE'S ALWAYS A 
l WILLING TO LET HER j 


YOILD 


JAHAR 


UMPAKE 


GYRINT 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 

Since she’s been a blonde ^ 
nobody's good enough for her 

V.zr'tf- ax 


WHAT PEROXIDE 
MIGHT DO. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, sb sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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Bloody clashes claim 68 lives 
in S. Africa on Christmas eve 

Pretoria troops cross into Swaziland 


DURBAN, South Africa (R) — Bloody dashes bet- 
ween rival black tribesmen overshadowed South 
Africa’s continuing inter-racial conflict during the 
Christmas holiday. 


At least 68 blacks died alt- 
ogether during the country’s most 
violent Christmas in memory. 

Police said they had not yet est- 
ablished the cause of the pitched 
battles between 2,000 Zulus and 
3,000 Pondos at Kwa-Makhuta, a 
shanty town near the Indian 
Ocean port of Durban, in which 
58 people died. 

C Chiefs from the two tribes wiU 

smooth^over their differences, a 
police spokesman in Durban said. 

: Lt. Bob S anker said there had 
.been no clashes in the area since 
jOiristmas Day. A unit of police 
was still keepmg the peace, Lt. 
Ranker said, but he would not say 
how many. 

7 Members of the opposing tri- 
bes, mostly immigrants from the 
^neighbouring nominally- 
independent black homeland of 
TranskeL used shotguns, knives 
and sticks in the fighting on Tue- 
sday night and Wednesday, 
i Pondos told reporters it ste- 
mmed from a lo ng -s tandin g dis- 
pute with hie Zulus over Pondo 
presence in an area nominally res- 
erved for the six-mUlioastrong 
.Zulus, the largest tribe in South 
'Africa. 


One of hundreds of Pondos pat- 
rolling Kwa-Makhuta Thursday 
told reporters: “‘Zulus attacked us 
because they don’t want us to live 

here, so we had to kill them. If 

they attack again we will kill them 
again."" 

Elsewhere in the country, police 
said 10 blade men died in renewed 
township protests which has cla- 
imed weU'over 1,000 lives since 
February last year. 

A police spokesman said all but 
two of die 10 died during attacks 
by blacks on blacks. 

He said three were killed during 
a fight between rival anti- 
apartheid groups at Umbeqwem 
township, near Paarl, norm of 
Cape Town. 

There have been frequent da- 
shes between the non-radal Uni- 
ted Democratic Front (UDF), the 
biggest internal group opposing 
Pretoria’s white-led government, 
and the Azanian Peoples Org- 
anisation, which rejects the help of 
whites in fighting minority rule. 

The latest victim was killed 
Thursday when police opened, 
shotgun fire on protesters pelting 
a patrol with stones near Fort 
Beaufort, Cape province. 


Many townships around die 
country observed a ‘"black Chr- 
istmas,"with no drinking allowed, 
to commemorate ‘ victims of unr- 
est during 1985. 

Meanwhile Swazi villagers said 
Friday South African troops cro- 
ssed the border into Swaziland 
several times this week but a spo- 
kesman in South Africa said he 
could not confirm the reports. 

Villagers said* South African 
troops crossed into the sparsely- 
populated south eastern comer of 
Swaziland near Lavusima and thr- 
eatened to attack them if they 
gave shelter to guerrillas. 

Royal Swazi Police spokesman 
Solly Mkbonta said he was aware 
that Sooth African troops had cro- 
ssed the border but had no details. 

South Africa recently repeated 
warnings to its black neighbours 
that it would ignore international 
boundaries in pursuit of guerrillas 
after a series of border incidents. 

But in Pretoria a South African 
Defence Force (SADF) spo- 
kesman said no confirmation of 
the Swazi reports could be found 
despite aD possfole enquiries. 

“If more facts become ava- 
Qable, the SADFwiD obviously be 
prepared to investigate farther. 
The republic of South Africa and 
the SADF wishes to live at peace 
with its neighbour Swaziland,” he 
added. 

Residents said a South African 
patrol fired at a man trying to cross 


the border fence illegally on Tue- 
sday. He was not hit and fled into 
the bush on the Swazi side. 

They said border patrols, which 
usually number eight to 10 men, 
crossed into Swaziland four or five 
times that evening and the next 
day and warned people they 
would attack them if they she- 
ltered members of the African 
National Congress (ANC). 

The Times of Swaziland new- 
spaper quoted a defence force off- 
icial stationed in the area as saying 
security had been stepped up since 
the incident. 

The ANC. outlawed in South 
Africa, claimed responsibility for 
several recent land mine blasts 
near South Africa's northern bor- 
der with Zimbabwe which killed 
six whites and a black farm wor- 
ker. 

In recent years. South Africa 
has launched cross-border attacks 
against what it said were guerrilla 
targets in Lesotho, Mozambique, 
Angola and Botswana. 

There have been a number of 
minor incidents on the Swazi- 
South African border this year 
and on two occasions suspected 
smugglers were shot dead by 
Sooth African troops. 

Swaziland secretly signed a 
non-aggression treaty with South 
Africa in 1982 and has the closest 
ties with Pretoria of all its black 
neighbours. 


Etna eruption kills 1 


CATANIA, Sicily (R) — A fresh 
'earth tremor has caused slight 
damage on the slopes of Mount 
Etna where a volcanic eruption 
Wednesday killed one person and 
injured 14, but government off- 
icials said the lava flow had sto- 
pped. 

: The latest quake at 334 aun. 
{0224 GMT) measured four poi- 
nts on the open-ended Richter 
Scale and slightly damaged several 
bandings in villages at the foot of 
the volcano, officials of the Civil 
Protection Ministry said. 

Scientists who flew over the vol- 
cano in a helicopter Thursday 
morning reported, however, that 
the flow of lava had stopped. 

The molten lava began to str- 


eam from a fis sure about 2,700 
metres above sea level after the 
eruption early Wednesday. 

It split into four branches and 
had travelled about five kil- 
ometres by Wednesday night, but 
geologists said it posed no danger 
to inhabited areas. 

Wednesday’s casualties were 
caused by an earthquake which 
accompanied the eruption and fla- 
ttened a small hotel. 

Officials in Catania met with 
mayors of four villages in the ear- 
thquake zone. They said it was 
decided to identify the bouses 
which were least quake-proof and 
advise the inhabitants to move 
out for several days. 


Greek newspaper charged 
for publishing secret papers 


ATHENS (AP) — The publisher 
and three staff members of a lef- 
twing Athens newspaper that pri-j 
toed top secret documents! from a 
recent espionage case have been 
charged with revealing state sec- 
rets, a spokesman for the Athens 
district attorney's office said Fri- 
da y-. 

■ District Attorney Stdios Mav- 
ropoulos also imposed a news Hah 
cfcout on the case, which involved 
revelations made in the United 
States by a Soviet spy who def- 
ected in Athens last May, the spo- 
kesman said. 

The charges were brought Dec. 
24, two days after KyriakatflriEle- 
fterdtypia (Sunday Free Press) 
published two doc uments that it 
claimed were sent by the chief of 
Greece’s Central fateOSgence Ser- 
vice (KYP) to authorities inv- 
estigating the case. 

One document comprised a 
report by LL-Gen. George POlitis, 
head of KYP, after he returned 
from questioning the defector,- 
Sergei Bokhane, in the United 
States, the newspaper said. 

Publisher Avgerinos Teg- 


opoulos, editor Kostas Skouras, 
fas departy JPanagotis Kotioponos 
and reporter George Mavras will 
face crim ina l charges of revealing 
state secrets, the spokesman, who 
asked not to be named, said. 

Two Greek businessmen and a 
Greek Navy lieutenant were arr- 
ested here last September for all- 
egedly selling high technology to 
the Soviet Union. All three are 
jailed pending trial on espionage 


According to the documents 
published by Ky riakatilri Ele- 
flherotypia. Navy Lt. VassSios 
Serepisos had been passing inf- 
ormation to Soviet diplomats here 
since 1977. Among them was 
Bokhane, identified by the United 
States as deputy cbeif of Soviet 
Military Intelligence (GRU) in 
Athens. 

Premier Andreas Papandreou 
told parliament earlier this month 
that two other arrests were made. 

Both conservative and Com- 
munist opposition leaders blamed 
the Socialist government for the 
news .blackout qq the Bokhane 

affair . 
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PLAY IT UPSIDE-DOWN 


Both vulnerable. South deals.' 
NORTH 

♦ A542 
OQ76 
0 32 
4QJI08 

WEST EAST 

♦ KQ ♦ JI09863 

VI09 S7JS43 

0109864 0QJ5 

*9764 * Void 

SOUTH 

*7 

VAK52 

0AK7 

* AK532 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

2* Pus 2 NT Pus 

3 * Pus 4 * Pus 

4 NT Pus 5 9 Pass 

7 * Pan Pan Pass 

Opening lead: King of ♦ . 

Your natural impulse is to treat 
your band as the master and try to 
ruff your losers in dummy. How- 
ever. when there are high tramps 
on the table, yon can often increase 
the number of tricks you can nuke 
by taking the ruffs in your hand and 
using the table's trumps to draw 
the fangs of the enemy. 

North-South wasted no time in 
getting to an excellent grand slam 
in dubs. South's opening two dub 
was artificial and strong, and 


North's response showed a bal- 
anced hand of at least 8 points. 
South introduced his dub suit and, 
once he was raised, be simply check- 
ed on aces and then gambled on a 
grand slam. 

When dummy came down declar- 
er could count 11 tricks. While he 
might have been able to ruff a dia- 
mond and a heart on the board, that 
would need a 2-2 tramp split or a 
very favorable lie in hearts. 
Declarer wanted better odds than 
that 

The fact that dummy had such ex- 
cellent trumps suggested a dummy 
reversal. Declarer woo the ace of 
spades and ruffed a spade in hand, 
then led a trump to the ten. He was 
quite unconcerned with the 4-0 
break -since it was West who held 
all the trumps, the contract was 
now a virtual laydown. 

South ruffed a spade with the 
king of trumps, crossed to dummy 
with the queen of hearts and raffed 
the table’s last spade with the ace of 
trumps. The rest was routine. 
Declarer took the marked finesse of 
the eight of trumps, drew the re-, 
maining two trumps, then cashed 
out his high cards. In all, he scored 
seven trump tricks (dummy's four 
trumps and three ruffs in hand), 
three hearts, two diamonds and a. 
spade. 


Angolan rebels reportedly 
kill 76 government troops 


LISBON (R) — Angola’s UNTTA 
rebels said Friday they had killed 
76 government troops and cap- 
tured two towns during recent att- 
acks in northern and central pro- 
vinces. 

UNTTA (National Union for 
the Total Independence of Ang- 
ola) said in a statement issued in 
Lisbon that its forces captured the 
town of Ma cocola in northern} 
Uige province and Mongo in cen- 
tral Huambo province on Dec. 20 
and 23 respectively. ' 

During the same period, 
UNTTA forces also overran a gov- 
ernment position at Dange- 


Ia-Menha in Luanda province and 
attacked Brito- Godins in the pro- 
vince of Malange, UNTTA said. A 
government column was amb- 
ushed in Kuanza Sul province, it 
added. 

Five government soldiers were 
captured in the dashes and 16 
government vehicles destroyed, 
the rebel statement said. 

UNITA, which has fought 
Angola’s Marxist government 
since Angolan independence from 
Portugal in 1975, said its own los- 
ses in file figuring were eight Idl- 
led£9 'wounded and two missing. 


Gonzalez vows to abide 
by NATO referendum 


MADRID (R) — Spain’s Socialist 
Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez 
has said he would puB out of 
NATO if he failed to win a ref- 
erendum next year on continued 
Spanish membership. 

“If the Spanish people decide 
that national interests are not bet- 
ter defended within fire Atlantic 
alliance... I will act in accordance 
with the people’s decision," he 


told Spanish television Thursday 

night. 

Mr: Gonzalez said he con- 
sidered the results of the ref- 
erendum morally but not legally 
binding. 

Spanish opponents of NATO 
have called on Mr. Gonzalez to 
abide by the outcome, even if a 
majority voted for withdrawal. 


North Korea joins 1968 
non-proliferation group 


NEW YORK (R) —North Korea 
has joined the 1968 non- 
proliferation treaty aimed at lim- 
iting the spread of nudear wea- 
pons, the New York Times rep- 
orted Friday. 

Quofiog Reagan administration 
officials, the paper said the move 
was considered in Washington to 
be an important development 


because it would keep nuclear 
weapons from being made on the 
Korean peninsula. 

North Korea has been reported 
to be building a nuclear reactor 
capable of producing plutonium, a 
key element in the construction of 
nudear weapons. U.S. officials 
said. 


Gandhi 

launches 

Congress 

centenary 

celebrations 

BOMBAY (R) — Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi opened celebrations 
Friday marking the centenary of 
India's ruling Congress Party with 
a call on supporters to prepare for 
a second century of challenges. 

Wearing a wnite cap made of 
homespun cotton, Mr. Gandhi, 
India’s youngest leader and the 
party's president, was serenaded 
by traditional music as he hoisted 
the party's orange, white and 
green flag emblazoned with a spi- 
nning wheel. 

Bugles sounded and drums beat 
when he arrived at file open gro- 
und where Mahatma Gandhi lau- 
nched his “Quit- India"' mov- 
ement against British rule in Aug- 
ust 1942. 

Security was tight. Sha- 
rpshooters were posted on nearby 
rooftops and visitors were che- 
cked with metal detectors. 

About 7,000 policemen were 
deployed for the three-day cel- 
ebrations and Police Com- 
missioner D.S. Soman told Reu- 
ters: “Our security arrangements 
(are foolproof."' 

Women wearing white saris 
with green borders sang patriotic 
songs as about 200 people inc- 
luding senior cabinet ministers 
and veteran Congress members 
watched the ceremony. 

Next door was the unp- 
retentious Gokuldas Tejpal San- 
skrit School where the party’s 72 
founders, who included Briton 
Alan Octavian Hume, gathered 
1 00 years ago to launch the Indian 
National Congress, forerunner of- 
the present Congress CO Party. 

Splinter groups broke away 
faom file Congress in 1969 and 
1978, but it has ruled the country 
for 35 years. It was renamed the 
Congress (I) — the I stands for 
•Indira — by Indira Gandhi, who 
led it until her assassination last 
year. _ 

“The Congress Party must 
re-dedicate itself to the service of 
the nation for the next hundred 
years the same way as it has done 
m the past hundred," Mr. Gandhi 
said. 

A Congress spokesman said 
about 300 foreign delegates from 
65 countries would attend the cen- 
tenary celebrations. 

They included veteran Pak- 
istani politician Abdul Ghaffar 
Khan, 96, known as the “Frontier 
GandM" and a dose associate of 
Mahatma Gandhi. 


Killings, strike keep 
tension high in Punjab 


NEW DELHI (R) — Three Sikh 
temple guards were killed in a 
fight with swords, spears and guns 
Friday and a strike by militant 
Hindus shut many shops as a new 
cycle of unrest swept India’s Pun- 
jab state. 

Police in the Punjab capital of 
Chandigarh told Reuters the tem- 
ple guards, known as NihaQgs, 
were lolled in a clash between two 
groups of file warrior sect at Fat- 
ehgarh Sahib in southern Punjab's 
Patiala district. 

The fighting broke out after an 
argument over which group would 
lead a 'religious procession of 
about 30.000 Sikhs. 

. The procession will mark the 
execution 300 years ago of two 
sons of Guru Gobind Singh, the 
10th and last guru of the Sikh rel- 
igion. The sons were bricked beh- 
ind walls by the region’s Moghul 
rulers. 

Nihangs, who dress in tra- 
ditional costume and carry 
swords, spears and guns, guard 
Sikh religious shrines and are reg- 
arded as file elite warrior brand] 
of the religion. 

Police said die Nihang killings 
were not connected with Sikh ext- 
remist attacks in the past two days 
in which one person was killed and 
one injured. 

Hindu-Sikb riots erupted last 
Tuesday in the north-west Punjab 
town of Gurdaspur leaving one 
person dead and at least 12 inj- 
ured. 

The right-wing Hindu Shiv Sena 
group railed a strike of sho- 
pkeepers in the state Friday to 
protest at the killing. 

Police said most Hindu sho- 
powners in 10 of Punjab’s 12 dis- 


tricts obeyed the strike call but 
Sikh businessmen opened their 
shops. They said the strike was 
peaceful and there were no rep- 
orts of incidents. 

An indefinite curfew was in 
force in Gurdaspur to head off 
more clashes over the building of 
shops near a Hindu temple. 

Since October more than 40 
people have been killed and 100 
injured in attacks in Punjab, mai- 
nly by Sikh extremists fighting fo 
a separate Sikh nation. 

Meanwhile, seven people were 
killed when their houses collapsed 
in pounding rain while parts of 
India’s mountainous north shi- 
vered under heavy snowfalls in 
freezing cold, the United News of 
India (UNI)' reported Friday. 

The deaths occurred in the 
Jammu region of northern Jammu 
and Kashmir state Thursday, the 
news agency said. 

It said the Kashmir Valley was 
-cut off after heavy snowfalls cau- 
sed landslides, blocking roads to 
the state capital Srinagar. 

The Press Trust of India (PTI) 
said Sunday that five members of a 
family were killed after lightning 
struck their house in northern 
Himachal Pradesh state, setting it 
ablaze. 

The deaths tookplace Thursday 
nigh t in the town of B arad i, near 
the state capital Simla, PTI said. It 
added that the head of the family 
survived because he was not at 
home. 

Meteorologists reported rain 
and snow fell widely in the nor- 
thern Himalayan region and had 
forecast more cold weather, UNI 
added. 


Peking returns hijacked 
plane to Soviet Union 


PEKING (R) — A Soviet airliner 
hijacked to China last week has 
been returned to the Soviet 
Union, the Soviet embassy has 
said. 

An embassy official told Reu-’ 
teis by telephone the Antonov-24 
of the national airline Aeroflot 
was returned at the weekend. 

“All problems have been set- 
tled after negotiations between 
the two governments in both cou- 
ntries "he said. He gave no details 
of the fate of the hijacker. 

Unconfirmed reports said the 
hijacker was a lone man with a 
knife, possibly one of the crew. 

The Chinese Foreign Ministry 
said Wednesday the crew and all 
passengers had returned to the 
Soviet Union on Saturday after 
the plane was forced to land in 


China's remote north eastern Hei- 
longjiang province. 

The Soviet Union Wednesday 
thanked Peking for its coo- 
peration over the hijack of a Sov- 
iet airliner on an internal flight 
across file border into China. 

The first mention in the Soviet 
state media of file hijack, which 
took place last Thursday, came in 
a hriefstatementissuedbytbe off- 
icial news agency TASS. 

It said the Antonov-24 of fire 
Soviet Airline Aeroflot was forced 
to China as a result of “actions by 
an aimed criminal"' on board 
Chinese authorities had found the 
plane and returned passengera 
and crew as soon as possible, 
TASS said, but gave no further 
details. 


Strains appear in India-Sri Lanka ties 


COLOMBO (R) — Cracks in rel- 
ations with India appeared Friday 
as Colombo asked Delhi for the 
text of remarks by Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi which criticised Sri 
Lanka’s nuUtaiy policies. 

Foreign Ministry sources said 
Colombo asked for a copy of a 
statement Mr. Gandhi made last 
Tuesday in which he criticised ste- 
pped up fighting in Sri Lanka and 
said military action would not 
solve the island's ethnic crisis. 

The Independent Island new- 
spaper quoted Information Min- 
ister Anandatissa De Alwis as say- 
ing the cabinet would discuss the 
matter on Jan. 3. 

The newspaper also criticised 
Mr. Gandhi in an editorial and 
said: “Someone is feeding him 
wrong information deliberately." 

Local newspapers published 
prominently Friday a statement 
issued by the Sri Lankan High 


Commission in Del hi ab out 
the Press Trust of India (PTI) and 
United News of India (UNI) news 
agencies. 

The statement said the agencies 
issued “highly exaggerated and 
distorted versions of incidents 
involving security forces and ter- 
rorists in northern and eastern 
provinces of Sri Lanka."' 

It said defensive action by the 
security forces had been distorted 
by Tamil separatist organisations 
based in the south frufian city of 
Madras. 

Remarks by Mr. Gandhi and 
Indian External Affairs Minister 
Bali Ram Bhagat calling on the Sri 
Lankan government to restrain its 
security forces have strained rel- 
ations between die two countries. 

Security forces shot dead two 
guerrillas trying to escape from a 
military camp m Sri Lanka’s eas- 
tern province Wednesday, a Def- 


ence Ministry spokesman said 
Thursday. 

He told Reuters that the dead, 
both members of file Eelam Rev- 
olutionary Organisation of Stu- 
dents guerrilla group, were among 
600 people arrested on Sunday 
during search operations in Amp- 
arai district. 

He said 42 of them were ide- 
ntified as members of guerrilla 
groups fighting to set up a Tamil 
state in the north and east and 
were detained, while the rest were 
released after investigations. 

Members of two rival guerrilla 
groups fought each other m a dis- 
pute over whether to aflowjpeopie 
to attend church at Mullaitivu in 
the north Wednesday, the spo- 
kesman said. 

Residents hurrying to church 
for Christmas mass fled when the 
clash began, be said. No casualties 
were reported. 


Kabul broadens government base on war anniversary 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — The 
Soviet-backed Afghan gov- 
ernment has broadened its base by 
bringing several non-Gommunfats 
into the cabinet on die sixth ann- 
iversary of Soviet mflitaiy int- 
ervention. 

Kabul Radio said Thursday 
night 14 men were named to gov- 
ernment posts after approval by 
file Revolutionary Council Pre- 
sidium headed by President Bab- 
rak Karxnal. 

Most, including a new deputy 
premier, were from outside his 
Communist People's Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan (PDPA) and 
belonged to varoius ethnic groups. 

The move, announced on the 
eve of Friday’s anniversary, see- 
med aimed at winning over public 
opinion as the Kabul government, 
backed by an estimated 115,000 
Soviet troops, fights Islamic gue- 
rrillas who want to topple it. 

Western diplomats reported 
tighter security in Kabul ahead of 
the anniversary, with Soviet tro- 
ops often patrolling streets and 
protection for Communist leaders 
the most thorough ever witnessed. 

They said people would be wai- 
ting to see if there were any gue- 
rrilla raids as rebels had still man- 
aged to fire some rockets and 
plant bombs in the capital in rec- 
ent weeks. 

Along with tighter security, the 
Afghan rulers are trying to win 
popular support with calls for 


understanding and cooperation 
between diem and their opp- 
onents. 

Karmal, who was installed in 
power on Dec. 27, 1979, after 
about 80,000 Soviet troops were 
airlifted into Kabul to prop up a 
faltering PDPA, called last month 
for a “national compromise.’'' 

Last Saturday, the government 
said a new commission had been 
set up to look after refugees ret- 
urning from Pakistan and pro- 
mised to give them a subsistence 
allowance, accommodation, jobs 
and land. 

The most senior newcomer to 
gover nment Is Said Amanuddio 
Amm, a non-party man and a tex- 
tile executive, named a deputy 
prime minister in the cabinet hea- 
ded by Prime Minister Sultan Ali 
Kishtman d 

“he is a reliable social per- 
sonality among industrialists and 
businessmen." Kabul Radio said. 

Four other non-party members 
were named “adviser ministers" 
in various ministries' Five men. 
two identified by the radio as 
non-party, were named deputy 
ministers and three others, two 
non-party, as advisers in different 
ministries. 

Mohammad Akbar Kargar, a 
former president of Afghan Radio 
and a Pashiu language writer, was 
named president of the Press and 
Publications Committee with the 
rank of minister, Kabul Radio 


said. 

In New Delhi more than 4,000 
Afghans, demonstrated peacefully 
Friday on the sixth anniversary of 
the Soviet military intervention in 
their country. 

The protesters, shouting “down 
with Russia” and “long live 
Islam," burned a Soviet flag and 
stomped on the ashes in a rally 
near the Indian Parliament. Police 
had imposed a ban on protests 
outside the Soviet embassy. 

The protest was organised to 
mark the anniversary of the Dec. 
27, 1979, installation of the Bab- 
rak Karmal government in Kabul 
by Soviet forces. An estimated 
1 15,000 Soviet troops are in Afg- 
hanistan battling a nationwide 
insurgency by Afghan guerrillas, 

"The brave Afghan Muj- 
ahideen (guerrillas) are engaged 
in their just struggle of libe rati ng 
their motherland by liquidating 
the aggressor Russia,” said a 
memorandum handed out by the 
demonstrators. 

The demonstrators later lis- 
tened to speeches in Pashtu, Eng- 
lish and Hindi by several local ref- 
ugee leaders. . 

In Islamabad, Pakistani riot pol- 
ice made baton charges Friday to 
break up a march by hundreds of 
Afghan refugees to the Soviet 
embassy to mark the anniversary 
of Moscow's military intervention, 
witnesses said. 

The police moved in after the 


marchers failed to disperse near 
the embassy. Dozens of the ref- 
ugees were rounded up and taken 
away in police vans, the witnesses 
said. 

Police also threatened jou- 
rnalists covering the protest, tel- 
ling them not to take photographs 
and to go away, according to two 
reporters at the scene. 

The protesters, who came mai- 
nly from two rebel parties and an 
Afghan student group, bad wan- 
ted to paint anti-Soviet slogans on 
the walls outside the embassy, a 
spokesman for one of the parties 
Said. 

Heading the marchers were 
several men who had lost limbs 
fighting in Afghanistan. Protest 
leaders bundled them into a wai- 
ting car when the police charged, 
wiue^es said. 

China urged Moscow Thursday 
to set a time-table for withdrawing 
its troops from Afghanistan, say- 
ing this would remove threats to 
the region caused by their pre- 
sence. 

Foreign Minister Wu Xueqian 
told reporters in Dhaka, Ban- 
gladesh, Moscow should outline 
its plan to the indirect peace talks 
in Geneva between Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. 

"The key to the settlement is 
file w i t hdr a w al of the Soviet tro- 
ops. If they want peace, they can 
come forward with a time-fable 


for the withdrawal," he said. 

West Germany Thursday called 
on file Soviet Union to withdraw 
its troops from Afghanistan and 
return the country to non-aligned 
independence. 

In a statement on the eve of the 
sixth anniversary of the Soviet int- 
ervention, Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher said the 
unbroken resistance of the Afg- 
han people demonstrated that 
their will for self-determination 
was undiminished . 

He said: “Our government 
appeals to the Soviet Union to 
consent to a lasting political sol- 
ution to the conflict. The med- 
iation efforts of the U.N. secretary 
general... point the way for wit- 
hdrawal of Soviet troops and the 
restoration of independence and 
non-alignment to Afghanistan."' 

Communist Albania, com- 
memorating six years of Soviet 
military intervention in Afg- 
hanistan, said Thursday all efforts 
to end armed resistance by the 
Afghan people have failed. 

“Since the end of December 
1979, when the Soviet troops set 
foot on the soil of Afghanistan, the 
Afghan people have put up a 
firm resistance against the occ- 
upiers and foe mercenary army of 
the puppet regime of Kabul, inf- 
licting on them heavy casualties in 
men and fighting material," said 
the state-run ATA news, agency. 



‘Mentally deranged’ 
man held in plane 

RIYADH (AP) - A “mentally- 
deranged”' passenger was arrested 
aboard a Saudi Arabian jetliner 
Friday, after he brandished a 
blade and “acted suspiciously in 
midair," a Civil Aviation official 
reported. The Saudia flight 255 
was on its way co Riyadh from 
Karachi with 313 passengers and 
crew aboard when, an hour before 
landing, fire unidentified pas- 
senger “produced the blade men- 
acingly," said the official in a sta- 
tement distributed by the official 
Saudi Press Agency. “The pas- 
senger was apprehended at once 
and the plane landed safely at 
King Khaled International Air- 
port on time," he said. “It was 
later revealed that the arrested 
passenger was mentally der- 
anged.” 

Chinese youths are 
misinformed on pop 
stars 

XIAN, China (R) — Pop singer 
Prince is file son of Britton's 
Queen Elizabeth, Michael Jac- 
kson is a former US. president 
and Madonna “owns all the fast- 
food restaurants in America.”' 
Those were some of the responses 
to a poll on Western pop music 
carried out among 400 university 
students in the north western Chi- 
nese city of Xian. Many of those 
surveyed said they listened to 
music programmes broadcast by 
Voice of America, the British 
Broadcasting Corporation or 
Radio Australia. All said they 
knew and enjoyed the music of 
Swedish group ABBA. Michael 
Jackson won ten per cent rec- 
ognition, Madonna seven per 
cent, Bruce Springsteen five per 
cent and tile Beaties four per cent.: 
Only one student confused Mad- 
onna with the McDonald’s ham- 
burger empire and another tho- 
ught she was Princes Diana, but 
four per cent thought file Beatles- 
were “a typical middle class family 
living in file United States or Can- 
ada " As for Sting, eight per cent 
thought he was a woman and four 
per cent a dangerous' Insect! 


Mystery man gives 
$10,000 to poor 

LOS ANGELES (R) — An unk- 
nown man gave a Christmas Eve 
present of SI 0,000 in $10 notes to 
the poor and homeless at the mid- 
night mission in Los Angeles.“ We 
asked him who he is, but he would 
not tell ns,” Clancy fafislund, who 
runs the mission, said. “He said if 
he told us it would take away bus 
joy of giving." The man took half 
an hour to hand out his money. 
One woman said she would use 
her $10 to buy food for her baby, 
another said he would send fas 
daughter a Christmas present — 
and others said they would use the 
money to buy more wine. “The 
money is for them to use as they 
see fit,” Traislund said. 

Jewels, coins lost 
in Christmas robbery 

NEW YORK (R) - The Chr- 
istmas spirit came to an abrupt end 
for a pair of Manhattan antique 
dealers who returned to work and 
found their posh shops looted of 
more than $3 mfllion in jewellery 
and coins. The proprietors of Ant- 
iques Manor and Eva’s Antiques 
found that over the holdiday thi- _ 
eves had broken in by smashing 
through a cement wall. Police said 
the ‘point of entry could not be 
seen from the street because it was 
at the back of a garden. The thi- 
eves made off with $2 million 
worth of gold .jewellery and gold . 
and silver coins from the Manor 
and SI million worth of similar 
loot from Eva’s. A police spo- 
kesman said an inventory of the 
stolen goods was incomplete and 
the value could increase. 


Santa arrests 
drunken driver 

VANCOUVER, British 
umbia (AP) — Santa Qat 
horseback instead of behind 
reindeer, collared a drunkc 
ring suspect, police say. Sanl 
actually constable An 
Hobbs, a member of fixe 
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work. You can run into i 
with people when you’re c 
as Santa Claus" Hobbs sai 
malting the arrest. He and l 
tner, constable Garry Leste 

in Sfnnlrtv Part Hwtnl.n,: 


■> * 

.r, 


\4 


% ,■ 



- 







